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THE RICHARD JEFFERIES SOCIET(Registered Charity No 1042838) was
founded in 1950 to promote appreciation and study of the writings of Richard
Jefferies (1848L887).

Annual Membership runs from 1 July and is open to all on payment of the
current subscription of £12 single or £14 couple (£8 students). Overseas
Members incur additional postal charges of £5.

Members receive spring and autumn newsletters along with aJoumal. The
annual report is included in the autumn newsletter. The Society has a library of
ATTEO Au AT A AAT OO 2EAEAOA *AEEAOBAO <
Devon8 4EA 31T AEAOUBO AOAEEOAO AOA Pl AAARA
Centre, Chippenham, or are on display at the Richard Jefferies Museum.
Activities include a spring meeting, a study day in summer special outings, a
Birthday Lecture and an Annual General Meeting.The Society awards an annual
literary award for excellence in nature writing and provides a research bursary
for projects that promote a new understanding of Richard Jefferies.

Hon. Sec. Jean Saunders
The OId Mill, Mill Drive, Foulsham,
Norfolk NR20 5RB
( 01362 683210
Email: info@richardjefferiessociety.co.uk
Website: http://richardjefferiessociety.co.uk

NEWSLETTER®edited by Jean Saundersand proof-read by Peter Robins. Views
expressed are not necessarily those of the Society. The deadline to submit
material for the Autumn 20B Newsletter is 25 August 2018 Please send your
contributions, preferably by email, to the Hon. Secretary as above.

The Society is most grateful to anice Lingley for collecting and collating the
O#EOET ¢O 1 £ * A mésed eh&ld yourO Adntilitiiionss to
citings@richardjefferiessociety.co.uk. Thanks also to Ray Morse who is
maintaining the newspaper-cuttings album.
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EXECUTIVE CAQJNCIL MEMBERS 207-2018

Mr. Peter Bainbridge Member 95 Hamfield, Wantage, Oxon OX12
Re-elected 9EG
20B-19
Mr. Simon Coleman Member Flat 4, 48 Southover, High Street,
Re-elected Lewes, EasSussexBN7 1HX
20B-19
Prof. Patrick Dillon Member Lower Cooks, Woodbury Salterton,
Elected Exeter EX5 1PR
20152018
Prof. Roger Ebbatson Member 157 Upper Welland Road, Malvern,
Re-elected Worcs WR14 4LB
2056-19
Mrs. Margaret Hunt Local Sec 3 Vale Court, White Horse Road,
Elected Cricklade, Wilts. SN6 6EJ
20152018

Prof. Eric Jones

Vice Chairman
Re-elected 207-20

6 Leafield Road, Fairford, Glos
GL7 4LL

Mr. Raymond Morse

Hon. Vi

ce President (not a Trustee)
Elected 2016

Dr. Duncan Pepper Librarian Chew Cottage, Norton Lane, Chew
Re-elected Magna, N. Somerset BS40 8RW
204-17
Mr. John Price Chairman Granham West, Granham Hill,

Re-elected 205-18

Marlborough, Wilts SN8 4DN

Dr. Mike Pringle

Member Elected

34 Pleydell Road, Swindon SN1 4DH

201619
Mr. Andrew Rossabi President 1 Bloomfield Court, Bloomfield Road,
Re-elected Highgate, N6 4ES
205-2020
Mrs. Jean Saunders Secretary The OId Mill, Mill Drive, Foulsham,
info @richardjefferiessociety.co.uk Re-elected Dereham, Norfolk NR20 5RB
205-20
Mr. Tom Saunders Treasurer The OId Mill, Foulsham, Norfolk NR20

Elected 20172022

5RB

Prof. Barry Sloan

Member Elected
20162019

The Capstone, Southampton Td.,
Whaddon, Wilts SP5 3EB

Mr. Richard Stewart
01473 216518

Member
Re-elected 205-18

Valezina, 112 Westerfield Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk IP4 2XW

Lady Phyllis Treitel

Vice President
Elected 2005

Eidsvoll, Bedwells Heath, Boars Hill,
Oxford OX1 5JE

Dr. Rebecca Welshman Member Weasdale Farm, Newbiggiron-Lune,
Re-elected Kirby Stephen, CumbriaCA17 4LY
2056-20D

It is with deep regret that we record the death of Sheila PoveyHonorary Vice President.
She was one of our most active Swindorbased members whose knowledge of Swindon
history was second to none.See pp.1a.1.
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FROM THE CHAIR

John Price

his is the third year that our Literary Award for Nature Writing has been

held, and the organisation of the process of selection has evolved
significantly over that period of time. In the first year, we were dependent
entirely on nominations from members of the Society, and the number of books
to be read was in single figures. V¢ also, naively, purchased a single copy of
each of those books, that were then circulated in turn to the judges.

For the second year of the Award, Angus Maclennan of the White Horse
Bookshop in Marlborough came on board. He both doubled the prize money to
£1,000, and was able to offer much wise advice and help in contacting
publishers, and asking them to put forward titles for consideration. As a result
of this, the number of books to be considered increased considerable; and
Richard Stewart, (who has mostefficiently and competently managed the short
listing process), and | looked through all the titles z which this time were
submitted gratis by the publishers z and then circulated the single copy of each
short-listed title to the judging panel.

This year, we have advanced further along the learning curve concerning
literary awards. In addition to the initial copies submitted by publishers, and
suggested by members; when the shortist had been agreed, | requested
another 6 complimentary copies from each publisher, so that a complete set
could be given to each judgez and the publishers responded with delight and
alacrity.

| felt bold enough to take this last step when | learned from one of our
Council Members that any books shortlisted for the Wainwright Prize
(sponsored by the BBC and The National Trust) have to pay around £800 for the
privilege; a requirement that in my view clearly discriminates against small
publishers, and the increasing number of selfpublished books. | did not believe
that asking for six free copies was likely to be nearly as ofputting to authors
and publishersz and so it proved.

This year we had 27 nominations, which was a challenging task. Fortunately,
when Richard and | looked at the books, some could be eliminated straight
away. Some publishers are much better than others in deciding which books
might reasonably qualify for our category of award, and others seem, almost in
desperation, to submit any title that might seem relevant, irrespective of
content.

Part of the reason forthis increase in numbers isthe everincreasing number
i Aatubedbooks published. Many of these can be categorised as follows:

@&scape to the Countngtitles. These are written by people, who for very valid
reasons, have decided to leave a large city (ually London) to take up residence
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in a remote (to them) part of the British Isles. They struggle with the weather,

the lack of facilities, and the locals; but o AT EET A OT 1 A AilllifeE8T A E
Some of these are very good (e.gCommon Groundby Rob Cowen ), but most

are selfcentred and superficial.

Qourneydtitles. The authors of these books have decided to undertake a
journey along some specific route. We have recently considered; an author
walking North at the same pace as Spring moves nortiiwhich on the face of it
sounds a very boring journey); an author following the complete route of the
original Ridgeway from south coast to Norfolk (who cheated by frequently
returning home for lengthy periods); and this year, an author who walked the
route to be taken (and destroyed) by HS2. This latter was interesting, as it was
time limited z and he did quote Richard Jefferies on several occasiomgsbut did
not make the short-list.

@ollectionétitles. In these books, the author has set at to find and report on
every species of a particular group in a limited geographical area; these have
included butterflies, orchids, and bees.

All these categories may well inspire certain individuals to get out into the
countryside and emulate the authars, but many of the books are rather self
satisfied and idiosyncratic, and therefore cainot truly be saidto bA OAAT- OT A
x OEOET Cb&

Occasionally, odd titles may be submitted, which are excellent in many ways,
but cannot be considered for our Award. One such this year, which | really
enjoyed was a book titled The Plant Messiah and was the autobiography of a
remarkable young Spaiard, bOT OCEO Ob 1 b smEE®@IdngEAOE A O
Northern Spain, who has developed a remarkable talent for plant propagation,
and is now a vital member of the relevant team at Kew. He has now saved more
species of waterlily from extinction than were known to ex ist 20 years ago. It
was not short-listed because the literary style was somewhat clumsy, and the
book was about very specific botanical fieldsz in which | happen to be
interested, but the average reader might find tedious. It was, however, a much
more worthy work than many of the journalistic titles nhow being churned out
by established authors.

One very encouraging aspect of our readingfor-short-list activities, however,
is the frequency with which Richard Jefferi®dd EO NOI OAA8 11 OE
books can hardly be said to be popularly read, many authors do know his work,
and do draw on relevant quotations in their publications z and | don't think
that they are yet including these in the hope of making the shortlist! The
frequency of Jefferies redrenced AAT AA EOACAA #&ior of OEA
this Newsletter compiled by Janice Lingley.

... continued on p.44



FROM THE SECRETARY
Jean Saunders

embership renewal forms for 2018019 will be sent out with the Journalin
June that has already been printed asa 150pp. paperback with articles
related to views of Jefferiesas seerfrom abroad.
The Society has lost its storage facility for the fifth timein under five years
Stocks of some of our* A /E/#kIesEarke Qaby low but | encourage Members to
take advantage of new books on offer that the Society has published under its
Petton Books imprint.
I am reminded of a letter that Samuel Looker wrote to Frances Gay in 1963.
Mr. Looker quotes figures for the sales of his ditions of Richard Jefferie® x| OE C
as follows:

1. Published by Lutterworth: The Old House at Coate (6000 copies); Richard
* A E£A O E A(G03000);Thd Spiing of the Year(7000); The Open Air The Life of
the Fields and Field and Hedgerow (6500 each);Wild Life in a Southern County
(7000).
2. Published by Constable Richard * A £/&A O E A (30,000017 Qrhpheksibns);
2EAEAOA * AEEA@GEOAHOSE #1 O1 OOUOEAA
3. Published by Phoenix House Chronicles of the Hedges(6000); Field and Farm
(2000); The Richard Jefferies Companiot5000).

A total of around 110,000 copies (including The Worthing Cavalcade
publications) were in circulation.

These sales figures arevery impressive8 ) EI PA OEAO OEA
benefitted from the sales

Given that the Society® publications are printed in very low numbers (usually
no more than 100) and we have a membership of well over 200, it is sad that we
struggle to sell our meagre stockswhen so much time and effort has gone into
publishing them.

Thanks to those of you who bought Volume | of A Peculiarly English Genius
' T AOAx 2 mayQifiséhitbigraphy of Richard Jefferies. Volume 1l is half
way complete and this bookis likely to cover JefferieSyears of struggle from
1867#78. Volume | draws together information about Jefferies from diverse
Ol OOAAOG8 'O *ATEAA ,EITCI AU OAI AOEAA OO
x OEOET ¢ OOUI A OAOU OAAAAAT A xEOE GCOAAO

Please support the Societyby buying the biography and someof the back-
issues listed o1 our Mail Order page (see p.34-5) that are on special offer.
There are still some surplus secondhand books from our library listed in the
Spring 2017 newslette(pp.29-33)that might still be available. Saleswill not only
help the Society's funds butwill also relieve our storage problems. Thanls to
those of you who have bought copies of all our publicationsz it is much
appreciated.
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BIRTHDAY LECTURE 201

Beeking the Beyond: Materiality versus Spirituality in Jefferies & Hard§ by
Roger Ebbatson4 November 207, Liddington Village Hall.

n audience of twenty seven people listened to Roger Ebbatson compare the
AT TAADPO T £ OPEOEOOAT OO0AheOdWk Mant1isgdh 1 C

and Tessofthe D6 5 OAAQFByIGABE ) O xAO AOCOAA OEA
deeply intuitive pantheistic vision takes the form of a species of suaworship,
her sense of projecting the soul out of the body which reaching its apotheosisn
the sun-drenched ambience of Talbothays day, and climactically in the famous
gardenOAAT A8 3 O0AO0ANOAT O1l Uh EO xnight re@didqpCA OC
of the heroine leads to her subjugation as a labouring fieldwoman in the bleak
winter environs of Flintcomb-Ash and the resultant extinguishing of her
visionary perspective. It is ironically at the heathen temple of the sun,
30 TAEAT CAh OEAO 4A0O0 ZEAI 1 O OEAOQEI Ol
ultimately tragic depiction, it was suggested, stands in marked contrast to the
buoyant spiritual afflatus experienced by the heroine ofThe Dewy Morn Felise
Goring. Whilst this novel, like Tess powerfully renders the exigencies of land
tenure and the late-19C agricultural depression, here the note of joyful
pantheism is maintained in a text which finely embodies what has been termed
* REEAOEAOCS AAT POEIT 1T &£ OOEA TATOI A T £ (
potently combine late-19C Naturalist and Symbolist techniques, but whilst
(AOAUGO Ei il AT OA 1 EOAOCAOU OOwARadifulatorA O A
i £/ 1ETAAO T AOOAOGEOAR DPIT O AT A AEAOAAOA
market-place paradoxically offered him a greater expressive freedom to explore
AT A pOI DI OT A EEO AAOOAOEA OAT OA 11AABAO
xI O A 1T OAOAT T A OEA ATTAO T £ OEA OAAI ETE

Mr. Ebbatson circulated handouts of the readings he referred to and an
interesting discussion continued regarding the merits of the two authors.

HOW DID YOU DISCOVER RICHARD JEFFERIESAND THE

RICHARD JEFFERIES SOCIEPY

AAOGI O 7A1T A1 xOEOAOq O-U 11 O6GEAO 11AA

writings in compilation at the White Cliffs of Dover , and the following
Christmas | was given a copy ofBevis. My favourite books growing up were
Swallows and Amazonsand those of Enid Blyton and soBevisappealed greatly
to me. When | later became interested inWatership Down and The Plague Dogs
by Richard Adams, | read Wood Magic and so it seemed that whatever my
intellectual occupation, Jefferies could complement it somehow.

In the last year | visited Coate Water and it was there, where Bevis and Mark
played, my interest in the author became more deeply felt and later, whilst
8



searching for a particular edition of Amaryllis at the Fair, | came into contact

xEQE -08 *I ET OOEAA &OiI i xEIIT ) 1AAOT O

C’l’ I ET #1 OEAOOIT EAO AAAT A 1T AT AAO OEI
original letter dated November 39, 1978, from Cyril Wright, Hon. Secretary

at the time, in response to my enquiry about the society and a follow up letter

dated November 9" acknowledging receipt of my first subscription of 80p(!). |

believe | have a complete set of newsletters, annual reports and journals since

then, plus a few tyers for new publications and copies of some talks and articles

produced by the society. AndrewRossabd O AET COAPEU OAT O 1 /

some of these and there are many delights contained in them, long forgotten.

My interest in Richard Jefferies folloned on from discovering Henry
7EITEAI OTT860 ATTEO ET A 1TTATT 1 EAOA
Williamson inevitably led me to Richard Jefferies, a route | know common to
many other members. | think | found out about the society through an advert in
the Countrymani ACAUET A83

JEFFERIES LODGE

“ohn Kennett supplied details of a planned retirement home complex in
“Eltham OEAO xEI 1 AA 1 AiCiAH60 GookosERoads And is
being built by Churchill Retirement Living. The site is directly across the road

from where Jefferies lived from 1884 z then known as 14 Victoria Road but
now59&1T 1T OOAOAU 21 AAg8 ! Al OA pPI ANOA xAO A
1986 am he would still recognise the building, if not the setting. However the
memory would not have been a happy one for it was here that Richard Oliver
Launcelot, his sonborn in Brighton on 18 July 1883died suddenly of meningitis.

Churchill wasgranted planning permission to build 38 one and two-bedroom
apartments about a year ago and these are now advertised with an axage price
of £410,000 to £56@00!

John Kennett had previously written about the development site for Senine
magazine in September 2016. & x OEOAOd O51 OEI Yy oi yEO
Lodge, a centuries old property standing on Crown land. It was enlarged in
Victorian times and had a rear garden and a coach house and stable alongside
the house. Until the area was developed in the midnineteenth century ... [it
was] then known as Pitfield Cottage. ... Jefferies would have been familiar with
OEA 1TTACA PAOOGEAOI Aol U xEAT EA 11 0AA OC

Jefferies certainly wouldn't recognise it any longer and it went thraugh many
changes after the lodge was pulled down that include a motor repair garage, a
coach garage and offices. During all this time a pillar box stood on the
pavement. Jefferies, no doubt, posted many letters and manuscripts from this
conveniently positioned facility across the road.
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TO THOSE DEPARTEDSHEILA POVEY

Jhn and SheilaPovey,outside Coate Farm circa 1998

heila ConstancePovey,néeReeves, was born in Swindorin 1927. Sheila, who
wwas related to Jefferiesvia the Baden family, was a schoolteacher by
profession although started her working life in the Swindon Tax Office. An
expert on the history of Swindon, she carried out much valuable research on
both the town and the Jefferies family.

She and husband John were mainstays of the Saty for many years.Both
were key-holders to the Coate Museum and always ready to help, whether it
was offering the use of their home for Council meetings, putting up members
overnight or showing visitors around the Museum. Andrew Rossabi recounts:

Sheila was always most welcoming andhospitable, and used to ply me with

sandwiches, cakes and tea after the meeting to fortify me for my journeyack to

London. ) 6 xAO OEA xEi ®mIOAADAA | EBASATAI DAICIOAOC

Farleigh Crescentto the coach-stop opposite the Museum. She was interested in

the walks | had taken in the morning before the meeting and most informative

about local history. She was a warmppen-hearted, friendly, and extremely
generous person.

It is thanks to them that we have so many photographs of Jefferieselated
material. For many years Sheila and John were Executive Council mdyars and
3EAEI A x A Os refBersiip séckefar®. Ui couple can be seen in the
O* AEEAOCEAO , AT A8 KAEEI | ithkBdkietAU *T ET 7AARA
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SEAETA TAO *TET xEATh AO A Ul Ol ¢ bIOi
house. Sheila was toiling over a needlework exercise in smocking stitch for her
school homework. John offered helpz his Aunt Mag had been making smock
garments foryears51 AAO *T ET 60 OOOAI ACA 3EAEI A A
i TA T &£ EAO ARAOOEAEOI EAOI AOGO Oi T AEO |
*AEEAOEAO - OOAOI OiI CAOEAO xEOE A AAEOUI

Sheila and John married in 1948 and moved to a house iRdinburgh Street,
where their sons Robert and lan were born. The Swindon EE8 AOOEAAT Al
Housing Society, which the Poveys had joined, was short of a plumber for their
project of self-build homes. John became their plumber; the Farleigh Crescent
houses wee soon built; and John and Sheila moved into Number 20, where they
stayed.

When John died in February 2008, the Society planted a white damask rose
in the Coate Farm back gardenz not only a favourite rose of Richard Jefferies
but asa thank-you to Johnand Sheila for all they had done for the Museum and
* A EER OE A O rosedsistill Drividg and has beautifully-scented blooms.

Sheila became housebound and was unable to get to meetings. At the last
one she attended she pickedup a book for sale at the back of the room. It was
The Ragged Trousered Philanthropist&nd she said that it sent shivers down her
spine z it was one of the first (if not the first) book that John had suggested she
might like to read. She said that she almos felt that John had put the book
there for her. We missed her contributions and her knowledge As an active
member of the Friends of Alfred Williams, her absence was sorely missed there
too. She was made an Honorary Vice President of the Society in recogion of
her work.

After a sudden decline in her health, Sheila passed away peacefullyat home
on 20 December 2017.

Her funeral service x AO EAT A AO 30 -AOU8O0 AEODO
Wednesday 3 January 2018ohn Price, Sheila and Ray Morse and Roy Burtoof
the Richard Jefferies Societyvere in attendance John Price supplied a copy of
the Order of Service that was beautifully illustrated by two of her grandchildren
who had drawn butterflies, flowersandanox1  x EET 00 * A £EAD)ER O
is eternity now. | am in the midst of it. It is about me in the sunshine; | am in it
as the butterfly in the light-l AAAT AEO08888 ADPPAAOAA 1T1
service included dedications from her family, prayersand readngs from The
Story of My Heart Her sons composed and read out a Eulogy that is available to
members (email the Hon. Sec).The committal took place in a private service at
Kingsdown Crematorium. Family and friends were then invited to the Tawny
Owl, Taw Hill, to celebrate her life.

We shall miss her.
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10.30
11.00

1.062.00
2.00

3.b
3.45

STUDY DAY
SATURDAY 3 June 208

Samuel Looker and Richard Jefferies
At the Richard Jefferies Museum, Coate

PROGRAMME

Doors open and refreshments.

Welcome.

John Price will give a background to Looker and an introduction

O OEA bOAI EAAOETT 1T &£ OEA 1 AOOAO
make contributions from these writings by reading extracts chosen

in advance.(Main books listed on p.7 of this newsletter.)

Lunch break. Bring a packed lunch.

Readings continue and discussion.

Refreshments.

Depart.

For those unable to attend but would like to make a written contribution for the

Chairman to read out, please send it to John Pricel T AOOQOEAIT A AAT C
previously unrecorded life follows on p.13along with his obituary in The Times.

The Society produced a Tribute to Looker in 1980 that can be downloaded at
http://richardjefferiessociety.co.uk/articles/39_Tribute Looker.pdf

Samuel Looker
12



THE LESSERKNOWN SAMUEL J. LOOKER
John Rudge

ometimes one learns things in a most unexpected way. In thisshort note |
will tell of some lesserknown details of the early life of Samuel JLooker and
how this information first came to light. It seems that eight handwritten lines of
unknown verse in an obscure book, the signature of an unknown person and a
date can take you a long way.

Some Background

| £ AT OOOAh ,1TTEA0C8O OI1T A ET AOETCEIC
Jefferies is well known and well documented. All members of the Richard
Jefferies Society will be very aware otis, but, even so, IAT  OT 1 A Q@QEAGK
think that we know that much about Looker, the young man. We know him
AOT T AAT 00 OE AJednySgunders, ipdrsx chrams Q) &

So, what do we know about Looker, the young man?

He was born in Hornsey, North London in February 1888 the only son of
3AI OA1T AT A %l EUA ,1T1TEAO8 3AiI OAl OATET «
became a coal agent.

His love of nature in general and of Richard Jefferies work in particular was
awoken at an early age as his maternal grandparent£lO A Aa véry beatiful
OOOOEA O1 6ear Danbdy, i® Bsse®.dHe was just over 13 when he first
OAAA * Anemkr) & MpieartAT A O A Oldév@diall mybdnergles to
making his creative and consoling work more widely known and appre& A OA A 6
(Looker, 1948).

Looker married Caroline Finney in Hackney in 1910 and in 1911 he was
x| OEET ¢ AO A #UAI A - AOAEAT G680 3AIlI AOI AT ;
North London. So far, so well known.

Some New Insights

The years 1911914 were times of enormous pitical and industrial ferment in
Britainal A . T OOE , 11T AT 1T xAO. $uffrdgettesmanaichids, OE |
socialists, syndicalists and peace activists were all active in the area. From 1913
the North London Herald League (commonly known as the Northern Division
Herald League) acted as a home for many of the disparate groups. As one of its
leading activisOO x OT OA ET1 EEThe ledyld hacthrgwd ADrietU h
wide and we had a membership of active militant peoplez not all militant about
the samethings, but in sympathy with all rebel causes, all movements 6 the
I PDPOAOOAA Al A(Feéj1837) 00T AAAT 6
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The First World War was approaching, an episode so horrific that it would
change the lives of millions z and Samuel Looker was no exception. Andhis is
where my personal introduction to Samuel J. Looker came in.

| had been researching and collecting literature from the various leftwing
groups that went on to form the Communist Party of Great Britain in 1920. One
of the books | purchased was a pogy book titled The Red Dawn: A Book of
Verse for Revolutionaries and OthersThe author is the revolutionary socialist
AbAOO 91 61T ¢ AT A Ore NortBe DIVIEEDETA O( WA TG |, A/
the time of its publicatiil T ET Yy Yi OE E &8 x AfbuhcE thatOT 1 A
everywherez especially in the militant centres of South Wales and in Glasgowg
the book was in demand. They were ordered by the hundred. It was, indeed, an
authAT OEA A@DOAQrROE19B7).T £ OAOI |1 06

One of the purchasers of the book was Samei J. Lookerz | know because it
is his personal copy that | now own! What is more interesting is that Looker has
EAT AxOEOOAT EEO 1T x1 DI AOEA OOEAOOA O1
as follows:

To Albert Young

O Rebelpoet singing in the night

With scorn of bloated greedand iron might.

Hater of shams,prophet of high desire

and noble purposelit at& O A A Afirel 6 O

At last shall dawn the day whereof you dream.

A hideous nightmare shall the old time seem.

Brother and comrade, blithely to the fight.

First in the conflict, waiting for the light.

The poem is signed by Samuel Looker in his distinctive handwriting and
dated by him 24" December 1915. It was this poem that set me on this quest to
discover more about him and, given the tenor of his poem, to try and define his
political viewpoint .

The avowedly revolutionary British Socialist Party (BSP) was formed at a
Socialist Unity Conference in Salford in 1911. It held its first Annual Conference
in Manchester in May B12. My first political surprise was to discover that
Looker was the Stoke Newington branch delegate to this first conference. Not
only that, but he put himself up for election to the BSP Executive Committee,
albeit unsuccessfully.

It cannot be proved, but it seems highly likely that Looker knew Albert
Young z they both lived in the same part of London, they both were (or had
been) members of the BSPthey were both acquainted with the North London
Herald League (NLHL), they were both poets and | personallyfeel that his
poetic tribute displays a certain familiarity.

14



The year 1916 was to be a testing one for Looker it was the year that
conscription was introduced. By this time Samuel and Caroline had a young
family and he was working as a Correspondence @tk in an export warehouse.

The socialist movement had split, both in Britain and abroad in 1914 at the
start of the war, between a small minority opposed to war and the majority
(including the Labour Party in Britain) that sided with their own government.

The NLHL was staunchly antrwar and many of its members beame
Conscientious Objectors (CCGs). The main organisation for COs was the No
Conscription Fellowship (NCF) and it had branches in North London, including
one based on the NLHL. Looker was a membebf the Hackney branch of the
NCF and became a CO in 1916. He was one of over 16000 men to claim
exemption from military service under the @onscience of Clausedof the 1916
Conscription Act and will have successfully fought his claim at the required
Milita ry Service Tribunal.

There were three categories of CO:
1.Absolutist z unwilling to take part in any aspect of the war
2. Alternativist z prepared to undertake alternative civilian work not under any
military control. Tribunals had power to exempt them fr om military service on
condition that they actually did this work
3. Non-combatants z prepared to accept callup into the army, but not to be
trained to use weapons, or indeed have anything to do with weapons at all.
Tribunals had power to put these men onthe military register on this basis.

Looker was in the second category, stdfl ¢ OEAO EA x AWorkkbOAD
of National Importance8in forestry. His entry as a CO on the Pearce Register at
the Imperial War Museum can be viewed here:

https://search.livesofthefirstworldwar.org/record?id=GBM/CONSOBJ/8939

, TTEAOCBW HIT OOEA 0AAAA o1 AAcCA 5TEITG80
database is herehttp://menwhosaidno.org/men/men_files/l/looker_samuel.html

One of those who pushed stt T C1 U &£ O OEA Comnsddn@GiET 1
# 1 A Gned 916 Conscription Act was the Quaker and Liberal M.Pfor West
Leeds Thomas Edmund Harvey (187%955).

Samuel Looker wrote to T.E. Harvey on the i March 1916 and the letter is
held with TE. ( AOOAUS O #1711 OAEAT OEI OO / AEAAOT 00
of Friends Library in London. The letter is important for its description of
, TTEAO6O ZAATEI CO AO AT 1 OAOEDPOEIT xAO A

Looker commenced his letter by thanking Harvey for his stanA ET  O4 EA (
and saying that no matter how it seems now, he will be proved right in the end.

Looker then turns to his own position and writes:

| do not desire to become a martyr. | am not good enough or brave enough, but | am

determined come what may, punishment, prison or firing squad, that | will not take

part in the war under military authority, nor will | take a military oath of any

15


https://search.livesofthefirstworldwar.org/record?id=GBM/CONSOBJ/8939
http://menwhosaidno.org/men/men_files/l/looker_samuel.html

description. | feel in my heart that war is wrong whatever its pretext, | believe that all
men are brothers apart fron any question of nationality. | try to carry out the
commands of Christ when He gave a new law to the world, the law of love. How can |
then take the life of another man at the bidding of a government? And would that not
be the real cowardice, to put my conviction on one-side because of any punishment |
may have to undergo if | refuse the bidding of the military machine (Looker, 1916a).

For those wishing to know more about the political milieu in which Looker

lived and worked | recommend Ken7 Al 1 AO&6PI 181G EAA A 31711

Radical Anti-War Movement in North London 1914918Weller, 1985).

Samuel Looker published four volumes of poetry during the war years 1914
1918Songs of the Waysid€1916) Slaves of the Sword and other Vers¢$917)A
, 1 O Résar® Love and Nature Lyric§1917) andThorns and Sweet Briar: Love
and Nature Lyrics with Satireg(1917).

It is revealing that Songs of the Wayside«c AO AAOAOOEOAA EI
left-wing The Herald newspaper of 28" November 191@nd with the strap-line
®AI O T &£ A #1171 OAEATh® Edlu@ed was AubliEned byOtbe
O. AGET 1T Al |, A A7 tke(ublisiding @rénfof the dnlidpendent Labour
Party. It contains 47 poems written between 1913 and 1916.

Freedom, these ravening wolves now bay thyame,

4EAO OAT CA 1T86A0 %OOI PABO Al T T AOOAET AA AAO(C

Making thy fame and heritage their shield

4 Tscapethe h® OAOO AEOA 1T &£ 7A080 AOOAI AATAS8
i WOOAAO £OT I OEA PNHAI O&OAAAI

Whoso with bloodshed plays under the cloak

ThatheisOAOOET ¢ &OAAAT I 680 OAAOAA AAOOAR

Soon finds himself under as stern a yoke

1o AT U O1I AGA EAOGO AT OT A O -ATT1T17T80 1Ax0OS8

dis time all folks this moral wise had learnt

Who plays with fire is certain to be burnt.

i WOOAAO AENoiintt@Hnck)l Ai O

Looker will have been wel acquainted with absolutist COs. The longest poem
in Songs of the WaysidE O OEOI AA 041 - U .RRadk(Bréddricok OAT
Bertioli was an absolutist who served four prison sentences and more than two
years in Winchester and Wormwood Scrubs.

It is well known that Looker was an inveterate letter writer and the Peace
Pledge Union website mentioned above records that he kept up a
correspondence with the Hackney No-Conscription Fellowship throughout the
war. This, and the fact that there was probably not much forestry in Stoke
Newington, suggests that Looker will have been removed from the family home
for at least a part of the war period. Interestingly, my personal copy of Songs of
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the Wayside shows that it was presented to West Hartlepool Public Library by
Looker. He gives his address as 16 Alderson Street, West Hartlepool.

Slaves of the Swords a slim volume published in London by C.W. Daniel,
Ltd:

O brothers: shall war always rule
The hearts and passions of mankind?
i WgOOAAO &OI I OEA PHAI O31 AOGAO
I, 1T OA O6ia IehdeOvwod @t 47 pages, also published in London. It
may have had some success as my copy is a second edition:

I have not bowed to Wealth or Power,

/| O AAOAA A COTAO A O -AliTT1T80 1 060AN

A simple trust in Life my dower,

Perchance these sogs may yetendure

i WOOAAO EONyiApobdyd BT Al O

Mud on the roadz

Mud on the pavementy

The passersby bedraggled and wet

Move along wretchedly:

Horses plod in the mire,

Plash, plash, in puddles,

Trams bespattered with mud

Clang past noisily.

The sky is thecolour of putty,

Hung with dark clouds,

The rain falls unceasingly,

Penetrating hats, overcoats,

Boots and everything,

It is a city of dark shadows,

Of misery, of aching hearts,

And the wind moans drearily

Over this harvest of mud.

i 4 EA B IRkpres<ibnd

Thorns and SweetBriaE O 11T OAxT OOEU 1 1 Gtrybh@ Ql$d forEl O
EOCO A ghtbtubidnid Indit Looker muses on poets, poetry and literary
criticism. Written on 20" June 1917, in the midst of the War and his own
difficult circumstances, it is perhaps not surprising that his thoughts range from
EIl PA OEOI OCE Oi A AAOOAET 11 OAEA AAAADC

He ends his section on poets and poetry with the upleat:

Three thoughts haunt the poetic mind continually, the frailty of life, the vanity of

EOI AT xEOEAO AT A 1 AT 80 ETEOI ATEOU O 1 AT S8

life and do not despair, believing that the spirit of man will yet triumph over greed,

selfishness and fear.
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Ou

"O00h EA AT AO OEA wtET 1T A O)1 001 AOAOGET 1
The pursuit of happiness upon the earth is unendingand unsuccessful; and not less so
is the search for that ideal beauty seen in dreams which fades in the light of common
day. Birth and death is but a watch in the night. In that brief span we must do our
work resting content with our reward.
(Both extracO O AB@rbductidh 8of O4 ET OT O AT A 3xAAO " OF
As for the poems, then these two printed together on page 42 are politically
revealing z and in line with the views of the radical movements of the time:
To Certain Tory Friends
d'was not very long ago
That dear Lloyd George was quite your foe,
But now before his shrine you bow,
While HighPriA OO . T OOEAI -k EEAB8OAUO OAIT x
To A Labour Member of Parliament
O labour leader basking in the sun,
And smiles of those whom once you hated much,
You now to be statesman have begun,
And lean with pride upon official crutch,
All your disdain is for the wicked Hun;
You fat tame rabbit in a gilded hutch.

(NB: Lord (later Viscount) Northcliffe was the ultimate newspaper magnate
of the day z Rupert Murdoch on steroids).

None of the four poetry books contain the poem to Albert Young that is
handwritten by Samuel Looker into my copy of The Red Dawnlt is therefore a
new discovery!

On the subject of war and poetry | will add that Looker published a volume
of poems during the Second World War, titted Green Branches Politics, and
indeed, social comment, are in short supply, but two things are of note. Firstly,
the introduction makes clear that Looker is still concerned to see a fairer and
more just world:

With Richard Jefferies, | would not wish the past back again, but would sooner fight
in the foremost ranks of Time. Much cant is talked by members of the escapist school.
I know that our present civilization is false and hollow, partly based upon graft, class

and privilege, money and power, injusticA AT A EUDT A OE Ot 8hor theA
miseries of the world are miseries, and will not let them rest

Secondly, his views on war seem to have ltanged somewhat. Hispoem Jhe
Great Caus@is replete with patriotic sentiment, a regard for Churchill and a
need to defeat the foe:
4EA O OE1 OGU -AT6 EAOA ciTAh xEIT Oi 6CEO Oi
With Nazi and with Fascist tyranny,
No longer led by men who cringe andfalter,
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England sweeps on to final victory.
(Extract fromthe poem®4 EA ' OAAO #AOOAS

Some Conclusions

Despite his background it would be wrong to describe Looker as an overly
political poet, still less a socialist poet. | doubt he was regarded as such. In early
1920 there was a discussion in the pages dhe Plebsjournal on the subject of
NLHL z our good friend Albert Young and A.B. Elburyz but no sign of Samuel
Looker. As one might assume from the titles of his wartime works, his primary
thoughts are on the subjects of love and nature.Religious sentiment also
percolates, sometimes above, sometimes below the surface.

The politics of later life are not always a good guide to the politics of youth.
1O , 11T EAO EEI OWdrunae it i$ iftfe theudtits@#ybuth @ith their
freshness ad charm enduOA AO OEA , UAEAOhRCVY§ YaAQs8 )
Yyéi 80 EA xAO A O0O0OI O xEOE OEhK 1984 REAO
described himOAT £ OAO A1 ) 1 A(leteA toAthel Ohelnasiard E A A
Chronicle, 9 April 1944), he wasa Labour Councillor on Staffordshire County
Council from 1949 to 1954 and a member of the Fabian Society.

The politics of Richard Jefferies have been the subject of differing
interpretations and of debate both within the Society (see e.g. Morrow, 1999),
and without (see e.g. Rignall, 2012)so perhaps it is fitting that the life and
politics of the younger Samuel J. Looker are equally shrouded.

What does seem evide® E O S&rudl Qookér was a man of deep
convictions and sympathies, and his concern for he oppressed and wretched of
the world, the victims of famine, neglectand x AOh xAECEAA EAAOQE
(Cyril Wright, 1980).
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MR. SAMUEL LOOKER
EDITOR OF RICHARD JEFERIES

Obituary in The Times,Tuesday January 12, 1965
Unsigned but known to be written by Frances Gay.

r. Samuel Joseph Looker, a lifdong champion of the works of Richard
Jefferies, died yesterday at the age of 76.

He was born in 1888 in north London, but after early manhood lived in Sussex,
Staffordshire, and Leicestershire. His was aractive and dedicated life. After early
commercial work he became a writer, lecturer journalist and publishers' reader, in
this last capacity he worked for Constable andCo. from 1923 until his death.
Between 1921 and 1935 he lectured on English LiteratueL.C.C. evening institutes
and for W.E.A. classes. He also reviewed books forhe Times Literary Supplement
under the editorship of Sir Bruce Richmond, wrote on George Crabbe for the
Nineteenth Centuryand contributed articles on W.H. Hudson, Shelley, Trelawney
and Henley. He contributed to * T ET / &, T T A lthenGe@ited7bfk Bisfiiebd,
Wilson Midgly and edited anthologies on travel, hunting, shooting, and fishing. He
contributed to The Cambridge Bibliography of English Literaturghe section on
nineteenth-century fiction in volume three and wrote or edited some 50 books,
including nine volumes of poetry.

He came to know and love the writings of Richard Jefferies early in life: he was 13
when he readThe Story of My Heart.He wrote in his introduction to The Old House
at Coatex EEAE EA AAEOAA AT A DPOAI EOEAA EIO8Yyn
books on which | could lay my hands. It was then, many years ago, that | first made
the resolve that, if | lived, | would one day edit this great writer and devote all my
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energies to making his creative and consoling work more widely known and
appreciateA 8 6

He described also how he sought out not only every book and every bit of
information but A1 01T AOAOU O Aménddript which *eitheE Gk ©iftd\ ted
market or was to be had by private treaty. He pursued a long and finally successful
search forthe field note books and occasional nature notes of the writer and for any
hitherto unpublished papers including letters and essays hidden away, often
unsigned, in old magazines until he was able to claim that he owned most of the
material of any importance relating to Richard Jefferies.

Much of this research was done in the British Museum Newspaper Room at
Colindale where Looker spent many hours poring over old periodicals, nosing out
long forgotten contributions which he recognized as the work of Jefferes. As a
result of all this he was able to publish two new volumes of essay§,he Chronicles of
the Hedgesin 1948 andField and Farmin 1957.

Previously he had edited and published a number of anthologies after the
copyrights had expired in 1937 and lateedited with introduction s and notes nine of
* AEEAODEEOS O 1 AOE OEA AA7T OAT AOU 1T &£ OEA >
where Jefferies is buried, to become intimately conscious of its association with the
writer by publishing under the Worthing Art Development Scheme several
handsomely illustrated volumes containing a wealth of information about the life
and work of Jefferies.

It was known that Jefferies had left 24 notebooks containing his day to day
comments, descriptions and observations but of hese only 16 were ever found
which Looker transcribed and published in 1948 under the title of The Notebooks of
Richard Jefferies.

This work entailed the closest application and infinite patience, since many of the
notes were hurriedly written in pencilanA 1T £Z0AT ET OEA xOEOAOS
most difficult to decipher, but Looker, in persevering thus to interpret and preserve
them, has left a valuable legacy for students and readers of Jefferies.

Looker had been working for some years on what he hopg would be the
definitive life of Jefferies, to be calledRichard Jefferies, Man of the Fieldkatterly he
had had the help of Mr. Crichton Porteous in preparing the book, which is due to be
published in the spring.

In the midst of all this literary work Looker found time to serve from 1949 to 1954
on the Staffordshire County Council while Living at Cheadle. he was chairman of
the Records Committee and served on the Trent River Board until he left the
Midlands.

He was a conversationalist of charm and had aapacity for making and keeping
friends, among whom he included during their lifetime the son and daughter of
Jefferies.

He was president of the Richard Jefferies Society since it was founded in 1950.

Looker married Caroline Finney, and they had threechildren, a son and two
daughters.
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* %& & %EIIS'B@:R@ OF MALMESBURAND/ 6 %2 " / 2/ 6
Janice Lingley

A £ EAKgA @BMalmesbury (published in the North Wilts Herald, 1867
“1868) can perhaps be understood to contribute to the pseudohistoryaccruing
O1T / OA ORdudiiABoutk iGreat Estaté1880). It is the traditional yeoman
AAOI Adh (EI AOU , OAEAOOh xET EEOOO 00cc
AT TTAAQGETT xEOE OEA AT AEAT O AOAEAAT I T ¢l
Place
There was a meadow where deep trenches could be traced, green now, but clearly
once a moat, but there was not even a tradition about it. On the Downs
overlooking the Idovers was an earthwork or entrenchment, of which no one knew
anything. Hilary believed there was an old bookz A EEOOI OU | &£ 7/ OAOA]
which might perhaps contain some information, but where it could be found he
did not know. After some consideration, however, he thought there might be a
copy at the Crown, once an old postinginn, at /| OAOAT 01 6d OEAO xAO /
place where | should be likely to find it. So one warm summer day | walked into
| OAOAT 01 8h Ei 11T xETC A PAOE 1T O0AO OEA $i x1
walking in the world. !
The route from the area of Coate andthe Burderop estate across the Downs to
0/ OAOAT 018 EIi T AAEAOAT U OOCCAOOO - AOI AT«

AO OEA OEOEOI O AOAxO 1 AAOh AT A OEA OA}
DOAIT Ei ET AOuh & 111 xAA AU O Hehcribeddid soke A O
detail.

At the Crown, now no more an inn but an hotel, the archway was blocked up with
two hand-trucks piled with trunks and portmanteaus, the property of commercial
gentlemen and just about to be conveyed to the station. What with the ostler and
OEA OAT 1 008 -bbysfall Kakgihg ahddiCidk théir fees, it was a push to
enter; and the waiters within seemed to equally occupy the passage, fetching the
dust-coats and walking-sticks and flourishing coat-brushes. Seeing a door marked
6ui MEAA RS ) OITE OAEOCAR AT A EAOEI C i OAAO
should open my subject with the landlord, who was clearly as much up to the
requirements of modern life as if his house had been by a London terminus. Time
tables in gilt-stamped covers strewed the tables; wine lists stood on edge; a card of
the local omnibus to the station was stuck up where all could see it; the daily
papers hung over the arm of a cosy chair; the furniture was new; the whole place, it
must be owned, extremdy comfortable and the service good.

But it was town and not country z to-day and not the olden time; and | did not
feel courage enough to ask for the book. | believe | should have left the place

! Richard JefferiesRound About a Great Estatg1880), introduction by John Fowles, illustrated by
Graham Arnold (Bradford on Avon: ExLibris Press, 1987), ch.IX, p.102.
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without mentioning it, but, fortunately looking round the room while the lunch
was prepared, | found it in the bookcase, where there was a strange mixture of the
iTAAOT AT A AT OENOA8 ) OITE Al x1 OEA EEOOI
of Babylorﬁ and a yellow-bound railway novel.
There are several allupns to the railway in Round About a Great Estate
Though an independent branch line connected Marlborough via Savernake
Station with the Berks and Hants Extension Railway in 1864, Marlborough was
not connected to Swindon via the Great Western Railway systm until 18813
-Al T AGAOOUBO AOOOxXxEEI A ' 72 “OAchrfereAct of OOA
OEA O20ET O 1T &£ "AAUITT8h xEOE OEA OOCCAC
upon industrialised and commercialised travel, provides stimulus for thought,
for in the person of St. Aldhelm Malmesbury harboured an author who is
regarded as the first English man of letters; Jefferies devotes three chapters in
his History to a discussion of his life and works.
*AEEROEAOGE AAAT OT O 1T & | OAOAT O1 6 Al T OEI
Towards the close of the eighteenth century a learned gentleman had taken much
pains to gather together this account of the town. He began with the story of
Brutus, and showed that one of the monarchs descended from the illustrious
Trojan founded a city here.
There was an air of precision in the exact sentences, and the writer garnished his
tale with frequent quotations from Latin writers. In the midst was a wood -cut of a
plant having no sort of relevancy to the subjectmatter, but for which he returned
thanks for the loan of the block.
A4EA 1T AA1T O1 OOAA T &£ 1 OAOAT 01 80 £&I O AAOE
ypoa AT A AT GEOI AA O7EI &EOOO &i &1 AAA
Charlton (a village very near to Malmesbury), that appeared in the 1864 edition
of the Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History Society Magazin€ * A £/£A O E

% Claudius James Rich (1788/1821)Memoir on the Ruins of Babylor{London, 1815); Rich, a largely

self-taught master of the languages of the East, traveller and antiquarian collector, was for a time a

resident for the East India Company at the court of the Pasha of Baghdad; parts of his large

collections were purchased on his death by the British Museum; sourceOxford Dictionary of

National Biography.

® Source Wikipedia.

* Charles Vernon, An Historical Guide to Malmesbuy (Malmesbury Civic Trust, 2005), pp.12. The

earliest notebook entries relating to RGEare dated 18 May 1878; Hugoe Matthews and Phyllis

Treitel, The Forward Life of Richard Jefferies, A Chronological Stu@oars Hill: Petton Books, 1994),

p.128.

*Vol. VIl of the Magazinel OEEO EOOOA 1 DPAT O xEOE A OADPI 006 1 &

ET 1 0¢c000 VYpoa AT A ET Al OAAO AOOCEAI AOG 11 OAOET OO

of the abbey church and the life of St. Aldhelm. The artid A AU O" OE 061 sulisdy@aly j DE

£ 0f AK OEA AAOEOh ET A OAOEOAA £ Thd Hishly ofitheETodrE A AE

of Malmesbury and of Its Ancient Abbeyprinted and published by the author in Malmesbury in

YBpat g OOG@EOATAEAEOA AOOAOO OEAO - Al i AOGAOOU xAO
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twelfth -century pseudohistorical Historia Regum Britanniach O ( EOOT OU
+ETcO 1T &£ "OEOAEIT 6h AT A OEA 1TACATA 1T E
(Britain) by descendants of the Trojan Brutus® The apparently ad hocreference
to the wood-cut of a plant is a mog interesting detail, since it would appear to
AA AT Al 1 O0O0ETT O A 1T AT AAO 1T &£ ~AEEAOCEA
wood-engraver who worked on a freelance basis for the London firm, R. Taylor
& Co. Alere Flamma in Amaryllis at the Fair (1887)is based on Gyde. The
excellent printing of the voluminous Flora Graeca work of the Oxford botanist
T ET 3EAOEI Obh AOOAAI EOEAA OEA EEOI SO ¢
4AEAO OEA EAAT OGEOU 1T &£ | OAOAT O 6h AO
Malmesbury, and the series that Je#ries wrote for the North Wilts Herald, is
also suggested by the description of the George Commercial Hotel in the first of
the three concluding chapters (XIX-8 8) qh xEEAE AOA AAOI
-Al T AGABOUBh AO EO xAO Elleisturdysiol dieulios A
OEA Oi x1 OOAEET C E1T All OEAO EO xi O0OE
High Street is the principal street of the place. Here are two large inns. The first is
the George Commercial Hotel, where good accomnodation can be obtained for
man and horse at moderate charges, and where the antiquary may congratulate
himself upon residing in a house that has been established nearly two centuries.

Charles Vernon includes this passagen his book on Malmesbury, and notes:
O4EA ' AT OCA (1 Gyhinn with Ar@jinsAn the 160 Adhtarly and the

DOAOCAT O AOEI AET ¢ AAOAO AOI i Yapp8sd 4 E
stands. Vernon adds,04 EA [ AET AT T OxAU xAO 1 OECE
allowing coaches through the building and wheel ruts canOOET I AA OAAT .

The apparent conflation of the two towns, Malmesbury, with its ancient past
as a multivallate interfluvial hill -fort of some significance, and Marlborough,
distinguished by its prehistoric tumulus, reputed in ancient legend to be the

named Dunvallo Molmutius.

¢ AT £EEOAU | A Histéryi df th® RiRgS Of Britain is available in a modern annotated

translation by Lewis Thorpe, (London: Penguin Classics, 1966xee Book |, Ch.1. Jefferies refers to

AT A NOT OAO ' Al £EO0AUS O AEOI 1 E Mistdry o Malm@dbuky, dndbvlab ET ¢

evidently familiar with the work.

" Andrew Rossabj A Peculiarly English Genius, A Biography of Richard Jefferigslume I: The Early

Years 1848.867(Foulsham: Petton Books, 2017), pp.14M42.

8 Vernon, op. cit, D808 &I O A TEOO 1T &£ -AOI AT Oi OCES O AET T OR

History of the Town of Marlborough, The Gateway to Ancient Britair{The White Horse Bookshop,

197}, pp.68a a8 *1 ET O0OOEAAh OEA *AAlT 3A01 AAOO EAO EETA

still a Crown Inn in Marlborough, but it is in the Parade, and was certainly never a Coaching Inn.

The most likely contender is the Caste and Ball, which is an old Coaching Inn and current Hotel on

the A4 (High Street), and has a coach archway. It is quite likely that RJ changed the name of the Inn

AO EA AEA OEA Oi x1 yE8A / OAOAT 016 & O -AOI Al O1 OC
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burial place of Merlin®} A DOT i ET AT 6 /AEHBO® flsoabsociatdd A A(
with the founding of Stonehenge)* OAAAT 1 0 *8 "8 *i 1 A08 AO
401 O1"OBEAE AEOAOOODAOIOEROIGMGA GG OEA EE
Jefferies ued to walk (The Story of My Heart,Chapter Ill), and the merging in

his thought of Barbury Castle with Liddington Hill. The article concludes that

* AREEAOEAOCS EAITEA xAOOEI O 171 O0A OAOOO E
EECI AT O 1T £ OQRBREOARAE OFAOxT OAOAT O1 8 AT
The seconding of the scene within what appears to have been a Malmesbury inn

AT Ah 11T OA PAOOEAOI AOI Uh EOO OOOOAT CA i
I OAOAT 01T 80 AT AEAT O AOO AHe h@rkd of QhdreadmA O
transition. The conclusion of Round About a Great Estatés set in the garden of

, OAEAOOGO 01 AAAs 4EA OAATA EO EAUIIT EA
iITA T£ OEA 11060 AARAAOOEAEODI ) OAambrekek 08 6
with honeysuckle over his shoulder and the summer star Antares overhead, as
Hilary talks about his wheat and the weather z OT | OEET ¢ OI OE
AOOT AEAOAA xEOE OEA OOAAEOQOEITO 1T &£ %l CIl E
expressed opinbn'?- but what the narrator dreams is seemingly left unsaid.

; = A Sl T
Castle and Ball, High Street, Marlborough

°61 6 AAOI "Ucentufy it ®ds Anouliht that Merlin was buried beneath the Mound; and the
motto on the Borough Arms is Ubi nunc sapientis ossa Merlini AAT ET ¢ O7EAOA 11 x A
I £ xEOA - AOIl bit.,padn #EAT Al AOh
' Thorpe, Geoffrey ofMonmouth, op cit., pp. 194198 (Book VIII, Ch.1613), and the Introduction,
p.19. Jefferies refers to the legend in Chapter Il of hidistory of Malmesbury.
MRJISNo 26 (Summer 2014), pp.3486.
'2 Jefferies Round About a Great Estateop. cit., ch.VI, p.67.
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7) 4#( 03 #/ 4BEVIS % )
Jean Saunders

H as anyone given any thought to the possible location of the fictional
xEOAEG O ABewdsd KapeATrydni believed that Jefferies had the
AT AEAADAOG O #1 OO0 A Qark Dafiél thaélght theEsdme®| Gyiil A
Wright was not so certain. Addressing the WEA in Swindon on 19 June 1975, he
O A EnAHodSon Bottom, you may decide which is the cottage where Bevis and
Mark met the old lady, whom they took to be a witch, and who let them feast,
xEOET OO0 1 ACEAAI OAOOI O06h OMBtiniCorsaBl©had A1 E
another candidate in mind z the tiny thatched cottage opposite the keeD A 08 O
cottage at Hodson Bottom. His hobby was miniature modetmaking and he
built several scaleddown models of this cottage (see front cover photograph).

On a visit to The Model Village at Bourton-on-the-Water, Gloucestershirein
December 2017, the daughter of Eric Jones (our Vice Chairman) came acrase
of the models of the Hodson Cottage.The supporting information board reads:

Located opposite the cottage immortalised by the author Richard Jefferies (1848
1887) as the Gamekeepers cottages in his 1878 bodke Gamekeeper at Home
Hodson Cottage is believed to be the witches(sic) cottage featured in his later
Bevis book. Locals and visitors alike have been heard to describe this fairy tale
cottage as belonging to Snow White or Hansel and Gretel.

This news has never been noted before by the Society and came as a surprise.
Further research showed that John Constable was the author dfandscapes in
Miniature ® and Understanding Cottage$8 4 EA (1 AOi 1T #1 OOACA
first model and he used it to illustrate the cover of Landscapes in Miniature,a
volume that details how to make tiny reproduction buildings and set them in a
living landscape.

John was born in Swindon in 1934 and lived in the Coate area. He spent much
of his time with his friends roaming th e same fields and woods as Bevis. Hodson
Cottage mesmerised him as a boy on his cycle rides out to visit the bluebells in
Hodson Woods. It seemed to him then that the little Hodson Cottage (see back
cover photograph) best fitted the description of the witcE3 O AT BDIACA EI

nal Yyah OAOAT 1T &£ #1711 O0AAT A0 11T AAT O T £
new home in the Gloucestershire model village. Constable, who now lives in
Somerset, used traditional materials and building methods. The miniatures

*Walks in JefferiesLand, 191dy Kate Tryon (Richard Jefferies Society, Sep. 201pM2.
2 Talk on Bevis: The Story of a Bogy Mark Daniel to the Richard Jefferies Societylated 3 February
1975.
% Landscapes in Miniatureby John Constable(Lutterworth Press, 1 July 1984)
“ Understanding Cottages: The Dream and the Realityy John Constable (Capall Bann Publishingl
Nov. 2002).
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incuidA DAOZAAO OADPI EAAO T £ 7BIEIAU (AIUOCGAET ¢

4ETT AO ( AOA UGS GachAdottageEtbok AtA lBast a year to build.

Thousands of miniature bricks and stones, tiny rafters, windows and doors for

the buildings were crafted individually by him. All the cottages are set in

appropriate surroundings with carefully chosen small trees and bushes to add

greenery. In photographs it is difficult to distinguish between the real cottage

ATA TTA T &£ #1711 OO0AAT A8 O | Toverbtti@ ngwdehtdr). OE A
Mr. Constable was a member of the Richard Jefferies Society from 1997 to

2012, so we had his contact details on file along with the opportunity to

guestion him further. In an email to the Hon. Sec, dated 7 January 2018Vr.

Constable® wrote:

In my second book({Understanding Cottage$ | have devoted a chapter to Hodson
Cottage. It was long before | was a member of the Society that | built my Hodson
cottage. | spent a happy day with the then resident of the cottage (MrsElizabeth
Rose) measuring and photographing. FromBevig},O ,0i 1s&d\\ark, pointing to a
chimney just under them.8This led me to believe that [this was] the only cottage
that could be the witch cottage; it was the only one that had a bank on which the
boys could stand and look down on the chimney, and which fitted the description.
I built a large landscape in which all my cottages were in their own wooded world
... | always built two of each cottage so still have one of each to set in a raised bed
with a garden and some old trees in its four foot square compass.
4EA O(TAOTT #1 O0QhdAtanding ThttAdges(Chie) réiteEates
#1 1 OOAAI A6O0 AAI EAEZ OEAO OEEO xAO OEA AI
Bevis and Mark came across the cottage when they are lost after exploring the
New Sea (Coate Water)Chapter VIll of BevisE O OEO1 AA O4EA 7EOQA

Round a curve of the lane they emerged on the brow of a green hill, very steep;

they had left the wood behind them. The trees from here hid the New Sea, and in

front, not far off, rose the Downs... They went along the brow. It was delicious

walking there, for the sun was now much lower, and the breeze cool, and beneath

them were meadows, and a brook winding throwgh. But suddenly they came to a

deep coombe? a nullah.

O,1TTEA6 OAEA - AOER DI ETOETC O1 A AEEITA
blackened by soot, stood in the midst of appletrees, on whose boughs the young

green apples showed. The thatch of the cottag&vas concealed by the trees.

0! EOOAG OAEA " ABEOS

® We are grateful to John Constable for supplying photographs and further information about his
passion. There is a review by Phyllis Treitel of Understanding CottagesE1 OEA 37T AEAOQU
. AxOl AOOGAO aiie¢ Al OET OCE OEA TETE O "AOEOBEO xEO
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Ui 606 Al x OAAAUR AT A OEIT O OEAI AO OEAU 00¢C

O# A b ESaidBevisd Mark picked up aflint, AT A OA E & k felAvArg near O
the chimney, they heard it strike the thatch and roll down. Mark got another, and
most likely, having found the range, would have dropped it into the chimney this
time, when Bevis stopped him.

0)O0 i AU AA A xEOAEh®6 EA OtblEusdifyduspitchda O Ul
OO01TTA Al x1T A xEOAES8O AEEITAU EO CiT A0 1 AE
like acannonA A1 1 86

O0) OAi Ai AAOhRd OAEA - AOE8 0" 00 *iET EO A

O.Th T1T 1TTO0A AT )8 3QHIAS8 Ox AAGAREE GAT&IT AMA

They got down the hillside with difficulty, it was so steep and slippery? the
grass being dried by the sun. At the bottom there was a streamlet running along
deep in a gulley, a little pool of the clearest water to dip from and a green sparred
wicket-gate in a hawthorn hedge about the garden. Peering cautiously through the
gate they saw an old woman sitting under the porch beside the open door, with a
black teapot on the window-ledge close by, and a blue teacup, in which sh was
soaking a piece of bread, in one hand.

C
/

A

0) 066 A xEOAEhO xEEODAOAA - Aewerd» GHAEORSOA 60

AAOOAET OECT 86

The Hodson Cottage does appear to be a better candidate for the Bevis and
Mark episode. Apart from the chimney and the steep bank mentioned by
Constable, the cottage is very small (Bevis described it as a hut), standing in a
deep coombe along which a streamlet flows. The 1950s photograph below of the
little cottage, on the left, showsits proximity to the hillside. It stands next to a
1 AOCAO Al OOACA OAOU OEIEI AO ET AAOECI

Cottages at odson Bottom, 1950s
28
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4EA T1T1U AOOAI PO O EI 1 O00®Bevsakbe @eEnd 1 1
in the Jonathan Cape edition (1932) with drawings by E.H. Shepard. Shepard
depicts a thatched cottage with the old lady sitting in the porch with a cup of
OAAh AOO OEEO | AOAEAO 1T AEOEAO OEA AAOE(
Cottage. It is documented that Shepard visited the Coate Water area in 1932 to
draw from life and there are cottages in Hodson village itself that resemble
3 E A b Aligskdii@h, but none in the deep coombe of Hodson Bottom.

As usual we are left with the quanday as to whether Jefferies was describing
a real cottage, a composite one or simply using his imagination when he wrote
most fitting. Looking at the photos, it is perhaps easy ¢ picture it as the home
of the dear old lady who let Bevis and Mark feast on the gooseberries from her
garden.

6-238 [/ ,%$ 7/-V.Rh 12% 9/5 | 7)4#(c¢
lllustration by E.H. Shepard, BevigJonathan Cape, 1932), p.93.
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