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THE RICHARD JEFFERIES SOCIETY   
The Richard Jefferies Society is a Registered Charity (No 1042838)  and was 

founded in 1950 to promote appre ciation and study of the writings of Richard 
Jefferies (1848 -1887).      

From July 1 st 2012 the annual subscription for Membership is set at £12 
single and £1 4 couple . Life Membership is available for those over 60 at ten 
times the annual rate. O verseas Mem bers should add £1.50 towards 
additional postage costs.  There is an online facility for Members to subscribe 
using our Paypal  account  where payments can be made by credit/debit card 
(richardjefferiessociety.co.uk ). An additional £1 supplement is added to cover 
Paypal charges incurred. This facility is particularly useful for overseas 
Members  ð the exchange rate is calculated for you .  

Members receive spring and autumn newsletters, an annual report and one 
or two Journal s and can take advantage of the Socie tyõs extensive library.  
Activities include spring  meetings, a study day , special outings, events, a 
Birthday Lecture and an Annual General Meeting.  

 

THE RICHARD JEFFERIES MUSEUM , COATE FARM   
The Richard Jefferies Society provides the volunteers to open t he Jefferies 

Museum  at Coate to the public on the second Wednesday of the month 
throughout the year from 10am to 4pm as well as on Sundays from  May to 
September  (incl.) from 2 -5pm . Admission is free.  There is usually a good 
selection of Jefferies õ books on  sale at reasonable prices.  

 

NEWSLETTER  
The spring newsletter has been edited by Jean  Saunders  and despatched  by 

Margaret Evans.        
 

The deadline for submit ting  material for the autumn  2012 Newsletter is  
September 1 st  20 12 . Please send your contribution s to the Hon. Sec retary  
preferably by e -mail (info@richardjefferiessociety.co.uk), or by post to Pear 
Tree Cottage, Longcot, Oxon SN7 7SS .   

 
DATA PROTECTION ACT  

Members õ names and addresses are held on a computer data base.  We are 
required by the Data Pr otection Act 1998 to inform Members that they have 
the right to object to information being held in this way.  
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Mr Ray Morse is a co-opted Council Member 

mailto:evansme@ntlworld.com
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FROM THE CHAIR   by John Price  
My last Chairmanõs Report was written at the 
time of the Jefferiesõ Festival, and, as can be 
seen from the accompanying photograph, a farm 
wagon was borrowed from the Agricultural 
Museum and brought to Coate Farmhouse, so 
that readings of Jefferies could be made òfrom 
the cartó as had happened at the original 
Festival. The photograph shown is of me 
launching the Poetry Competition, about  which 
you can read more in this Newsletter.  

Although the Museum has had few open days 
over these winter months, there has been much 
activity involving meetings about the future of 
the premises, and the proposed Trust; meetings 
with officers from Swin don Borough Council; a 
meeting with Lesley Nel, who is the Groundwork 
South West Officer for the Swindon area, and 
who may be able to help with the development of the garden at Coate; a 
meeting with Elizabeth Neathey, the Museum Development Officer for Bat h, 
Somerset and Swindon; and finally Jean Saunders and I attended a one -day 
course at STEAM on Collections Care recently, as a result of which we have 
already decided to replace the felt lining in the display cases with unbleached 
calico. Felt apparently degr ades, and gives off harmful acid fumes to the 
detriment of anything inside the closed case.  

It is a sign of the times in which we live, that most of the officers we met are 
on short -term contracts, and there is much uncertainty about their futures, 
and ind eed, the future of their posts. Your Society represents what our Prime 
Minister calls òThe Big Societyó ð as we have provided continuity at Coate for 
decades, whilst officers and elected Swindon Council members have come and 
gone. 

Jean Saunders and I sat f or 6 days in  November at the latest Public Inquiry 
into the Coate development Appeal. We were allowed to make our case, and, 
interestingly, were also allowed to cross -question the òexpertó who had been 
brought in to attack the Jefferies -Land defence. This was particularly 
interesting, as Swindon had chosen not to include any reference to Jefferies in 
their objection to the proposals, but the developers had thought it worthwhile 
to pay someone to attack the objections that they anticipated we would make! 
The Inspectorõs Report is with Eric Pickles as I write [January 31 st], and we 
will hear the outcome by early April. It is sometimes difficult to believe that we 
have now been through this process 4 times in the past 8 years.  

You will already have read and heard about the Sa muel Looker archive, 
rescued from an attic in Doncaster last year. Some of the discoveries from it 
have been referred to in the last Newsletter, but last week three of us spent a 
day undertaking a preliminary sort of the documents. This is a detailed task,  

because the boxes of material are thoroughly mixed up, with newspaper 
cuttings, letters, photographs, receipts, programmes for events, notes, 
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magazines, and manuscripts all randomly mixed. There is a wealth of material 
here, which could keep researchers b usy for many years ð and not just on 
Richard Jefferies matters.  The correspondence to Looker starts in 1917, and 
continues until the 1960s. One of the earlier letters is one from Alfred 
Williams, writing to Looker from a hospital in India about poetry, and  
particularly Keats. There is, of course, no mention of Richard Jefferies here, as 
it would have pre -dated Lookerõs discovery of our author. Because he was a 
publisherõs reader, and looked at three or four manuscripts per week until he 
was in his seventies , Lookerõs correspondents included many well-known 
names. G.M. Trevelyan and Katherine Mansfield are amongst them, as was 
W.H.Davies ð who seemed to be a close personal friend. Being an early Fabian, 
Looker knew GBS, and although there are no letters from Shaw, there is at 
least one early pamphlet of his. There are letters from Freddie Brittain of 
Cambridge (whose books the Society acquired a few years back) and 
F.R.Leavis ð then the editor of Scrutiny . Other letters unearthed are from Faith 
Compton Mackenz ie, Richard Church, Harold Hobson, Bradfer -Lawrence, 
John Wain, - and even John Arlott ð though he was simply asking SJL to sign 
one of his books (a cricket anthology).  

Two articles torn from magazines particularly caught my eye ð and I found 
their content s particularly interesting. The first is from The Field  in 1948. It is 
an article listed in the Bibliography , and the author is Arthur C. Clarke, the 
well -known science fiction author. Titled òA Link with Jefferiesó, it describes a 

series of letters found in a copy of Red Deer  that Jefferies had written to the 
son of the Huntsman of the Devon and Somerset Staghounds in the early 
1880s. What I had not realised until finding this was that Clarke was the 
Great Grandson of Arthur Heal ð the Huntsman in question . In view of the 
respect that other sci -fi authors held for After London , I find this earlier 
connection with a master of the genre quite intriguing.  

The second article also dates from 1948, and is from Amateur Cine World . 
We have been aware for many years  of the existence of a film shot in 1948 by 
the Production Unit of the Swindon Public Library Film Society, and, indeed 
we have a copy of the film. What I had not realised, however, was that in that 
year the film came top in a competition to find the Ten B est Amateur Films of 
1948. The prize was Ã50 and a Silver Plaque. The judgesõ comments are as 
follows: òA Tribute to Richard Jefferies  sings a song of the camera, gracefully 
and with dignity. It is neither lavish nor expensive in conception, (It cost £27 
to make). The photography is for the most part superb, the theme tenderly 
conceived and executedó. They go on to praise various aspects of the 
production. Also in the magazine is a five page illustrated article on òThe 
Making of the Best of the Ten Best Film s of 1948.ó This gives an illuminating 
account of how Swindon (as it was) decided to make this tribute to their own 
valued author.  

As you will see from this Newsletter, there is much to look forward to this 
year. I am particularly relishing the programme f or the Broadway Arts Festival 
in June, and it will also be rewarding to be present at the ceremony to finally 
mark the grave of Oliver Jefferies at Eltham.  

I do hope that as many of you as possible will join us for our events in 2012.
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BI RTHDAY LECTURE 20 11 REPORT  

 
The Bulpitt Archive  
 

Andrew Rossabi took the Chair to introduce the speaker, our own 
Chairman ð John Price , who gave an illustrated talk about a n archive 
purchased  by the Society in February 2011. Twenty eight  Society 
Members attended the lect ure held at Liddington Village H all on  
November  5 th . 

Mr Price provided a background to Claudine Bulpitt, who live s at 
Frome . I t was she who had inherited a remarkable collection of 
Jefferiesõ ephemera kept in a brass bound writing slope for many 
years. Mrs Bulpitt was unaware that she was  a direct line descendant 
of Maria and Samuel James Gyde (Richard Jefferiesõ uncle and his 
motherõs brother). The archive  consisted mainly of material collected 
by Sarah Jane Gyde (1850 -1932) ð Richardõs cousin and a daughter of 
Samuel Gyde . The list of it ems in the collection is as follows  and John 
Price showed slides of some of the m: 

 
1.  30 letters from Elizabeth Jefferies (R ichard Jefferiesõ Mother) to 

Sarah Jane Gyde. These are the only letters known written by 
Elizabeth, whose character image previously h ad been derived 
entirely from writings by R ichard Jefferies  and others.  

2.  Two letters from Richard Jefferies  to his Aunt Ellen, dated 
August 17 th  1864 and November 8 th  1870. Being previously 
unrecorded, these are therefore not included in the Societyõs 
recent publication.  

3.  Two printed copies of a previously unknown poem; ôIn Memory 
of Ellen Jefferies õ, by Mary Jefferies  ð Richard Jefferiesõ 
unmarried aunt who died in 1862 a ged 47. Ellen, Richardõs 
sister was killed by a runaway horse and gig on February 10 th  
1851 when she was 5 years and 6 months. Richard was then 2 
years and three months.  

4.  An ôIn Memoriam õ card for Richard Jefferies .  
5.  A Richard Jefferies  visiting card.  
6.  Two sheets of drawings done by Richard Jefferies , aged 12, for 

brother Henry.  
7.  Notes in p encil about Margaret Gyde  (another cousin) , the 

musician, probably written by Sarah Jane Gyde.  
8.  Letter from Aunt Ellen to S arah Jane Gyde on her mother õs 

death  (Maria  Gyde, 1819 -1905 ).  
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9.  Part of a poem in pencil on the back of a printed flier for 
Richard Je fferiesõ ôSwindon õ (which was never published).  

10.  A copy of the Stereoscopic Photo of Richard Jefferies .  
11.  2 different Cartes de Visites  of Coate Farmhouse.  
12.  A mounted photo of Coate Farm ð taken from Edward 
Thomasõs Richard Jefferies .  

13.  A h andwritten draft l etter to the Daily News  about the appeal, 
and a copy of the letter as printed.  

14.  2 handwritten copies of a notice announcing that Walter 
Besant and Henry Kinglake had commissioned Margaret 
Thomas to make a bust of Jefferies for Salisbury cathedral, and 
a copy of the announcement as printed.  

15.  Various Newspaper cuttings ð all undated and unidentified.  
(a) 9 book reviews or ad vertisements . 
(b) 2 references to Richard Jefferiesõ work in reviews of other 

titles.  
(c) A review of Besantõs Eulogy . 
(d) An obituary fo r Richard Jefferies . 
(e) A comment from a Bath paper.  
(f) Report of Lord Avebury unveiling a tablet in Swindon.  
(g) A reference to the Bust in a report of Kinglakeõs funeral. 
(h) An article by John Peel from the Daily Telegraph .  
(i) A copy of ôGreat Thoug htsõ for March 23 rd  1895 with an article 

on Richard J efferies . 
16.  A Prayer book inscribed; ôSarah Jane Gyde from her cousin 

Sarah Jefferies õ.  
17.  A 1 st Edition of Edward Thomasõs Richard Jefferies  ð no 

inscriptions.  
18.  A copy of Field and Hedgerow  1892 (B26.7) , i nscri bed: ôEvieõ(?)  
19.  The Gamekeeper at Home  1878 (B8.2). 2 nd  Impression of 1 st 

Edition. Inscription on half -title: ôE. Jefferies õ  
20.  The Dewy Morn  1st edition. Inscribed: ôE. Jefferies. With the 
Authorõs best love. Sept. 10th  1884õ. 

 
A double -sided page of pencil drawings of spears, guns, thumb -screws 
and a train  were shown to the audience . According to the inscription  
on them, they were sketched by Richard Jefferies  on September 3rd  
1860 for his younger brother Henry . Now the drawing paper is torn 
and has yel lowed; the sketches are much faded , but they have been 
reproduced on the next page  ð would any child of 12 years of age draw 
this sort of subject matter now?   
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Clearly, it  was impossible to do more than touch on the contents of th e 
archive material . As such, Mr Price limited his talk to quoting extracts 
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from some of Elizabeth Jefferiesõ letters to Sarah Jane  Gyde, where she 
talks about (a) her health; (b) Bath; and (c) Richard himself.  From this 
correspondence, Elizabeth Jefferies does not come acros s as a bitter or 
dissatisfied person ð but rather one who feels sorry for herself  
although resigned to her situation . She values highly the contact with 
Sarah Jane. Mr Priceõs selection from the letters has been reproduced 
in the Richard Jefferies Society Journal  No. 22 (2012)  pp.23 -27 .  

By an amazing co -incidence we learnt that Simon Coleman (a 
Society Member)  now lives in the house next door to where Elizabeth  
and James Luckett Jefferies  ended their  days in Bath!   

John Price then read out the content of the two new ôAunt Ellen 
Letters ,õ written 6 years apart . He distributed copies of the text so that 
Members might add them to their own collection of Richard Jefferiesõ 
Letters to Aunt Ellen (Faringdon: Petton Books, 2010) . These additional 
letters have als o been reproduced in the RJS Journal  No. 22 (2012)  
pp.28 -30 . 

Mr Price concluded that we have gained some extremely useful  and  
valuable information about both Richard Jefferies , his mother  and 
other members of the family . The Society will discuss the best w ay to 
make the archive available to Members and the public.    

 

SAMUEL LOOKER ARCHIV E 
John Price had intended to give a very brief outline of the contents of the 
Looker archive  at the Birthday Lecture . However, the papers were not 
collected until November 8 th  2011  and there are many boxes of papers to 
sort through . At first glance, t he main items of interest to the Society are 

tw o original manuscripts in Richard Jefferiesõ hand ; the text for one (ôThe 
Heart of Englandõ) was reproduced in the Appendix to Richard Jefferies: 
Man of the Fields by Samuel L ooker and Cric hton Porteous (London: John 
Baker P ublishers, 1965) . A second conspectus  covers Jefferiesõ ideas for a 
new magazine  that was never published . There is a book that once 
belonged to Jefferies  bearing his name and Victoria Street, Swindon  
address ; entitled Wayland Smith . There are letter s from Jefferiesõ son 
Harold ð important to us because no -one has seen his writing before , and 
several  letters to Looker from Jefferiesõ daughter Phyllis. There are some  
Jefferiesõ family photographs, six photos of illustrations of John Luckett 
Jefferiesõ sketches that were published in Man of the Fields , copies of 

many documents now in the archives of the British Library, p ress-cuttings  
and other letters that might conta in something new and of interest to the 
Society , plus several  books signed by various authors and dedicated to  
Samuel Looker . Simon Coleman has been asked to catalogue the massive 
collection  and report on the contents at a later date . 
 



11 

 

NEWS IN BRIEF  
 

Jeffe ries õ Festival raffle  
David Brackston, a Somerset -based artist, was invited to hold an 

exhibition of his paintings at the Post Modern Gallery in Swindon as 
part of the Jefferies õ Festival last summer. The paintings were based 
on quotes from Jefferiesõ works. David was generous enough to donate 
one of his paintings as a raffle prize and the proceeds of £92 were 
given to the Society. The raffle was won by Alex Coppock Bunce.  
 
Kaye Franklin  MBE  
Kaye Franklin, Chair of Swindon LINkõs wheelchair focus group, has 

been recognised by the Queen for her work in the community and was 
awarded an MBE in last yearõs Birthday Honours list. Kaye, who is a 
Member of the Richard Jefferies Society and a main stay of the Friends 
of Alfred Williams , has more than 30 years experi ence in the local 
voluntary and community sector.  

It is good to hear that the valuable work of volunteers is recognised . 
Well done, Kaye ð and well deserved!  
 
Swindon History Forum  and Swindon H eritage  Group  

Society representative Andy Binks reported tha t the Swindon 
History Forum met in January and they are planning to issue a 
quarterly publication containing articles about Swindonõs history. The 
Richard Jefferies Society has been invited to contribute. Ray Morse 
has been representing the interests of th e Richard Jefferies Museum at  
Swindon Heritage Group meetings. It seems that the latter group also 
wants to set up a forum in Swindon.     
 
Richard Jefferies Society Journal   

Rebecca Welshman and Simon Coleman have kindly taken over the 
editorial work invo lved in publishing the Journal . At the moment the 
plan is to issue two editions a year and these might be published  in 
the winter and summer. The newsletters would continue to be 
despatched in spring and autumn.   

 
Mail order sales  

Norma Goodwin has retire d from m anaging postal sales of our 
publications . We are most grateful to her for finding the space to store 
the books and dealing with queries and orders from Members. Our 
stock is stored at the Museum  now . Postal sales wil l be dealt with by 
the Hon. Secr etary in the future  (see p.2 for contact details) .  
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Please could we draw your attention, in particular, to three of our 
publications: Richard Jefferies: an  Anthology  by Hugoe Matthews & 
Rebecca Welshman, Kate Tryonõs Adventures in the Vale of the 
White Hor se: Jefferies Land  and Richard Jefferies: an  Index  by 
Hugoe Matthews & Phyllis Treitel . They are must -haves for any 
Jefferiesõ follower and they are books that you can dip into at any 
spare moment.  Supplies of Worldõs End and Restless Human Hearts  
(softbac k) are almost sold out and wonõt be re-ordered.     

 
 

Richard Jefferies õ letters to Aunt Ellen , 2009  (softback -
155g)  

£ 4.50  

Amaryllis at the Fair ð Richard Jefferies , 2009.  
Introduction by Carolyn Clarke  (softback ð 295g.)  

£ 6.00  

Greene Ferne Farm ð Richard Jefferies , 2009  
Introduction by George Miller (softback ð 207g.)  

£ 5.00  

The Interpreter: a biography of Richard Jefferies ð 
Audrey Smith, 2008  (softback ð 279g.)  

£ 5.00  

The Scarlet Shawl ð Richard Jefferies,  2009. 
Introduction by Andrew Rossabi. (softback ð 294g.)  

£ 5.99  

The Dewy Morn ð Richard Jefferies , 2009 . Introduction 
by Rebecca Welshman (softback ð 442g.)  

£ 7.00  

Adventures in the Vale of the White Horse: Jefferies 
Land ð Kate Tryon, 2010 (limited edition soft -back)  

£12.00  

(Add UK post age & packing £1.20 extra per copy)  
 

Restless Human Hearts ð Richard Jefferies , 2008.  
Introduction by Andrew Rossabi, 2008. (hardback; £20 
ð 776g.)  (Softback version £8 ð 711g.)  

£20.00  
--------  
£ 8.00  

Richard Jefferies:  An Index ð Matthews & Treitel, 2 008 
(hardback ð 558g.)  

£15.00  

The Forward Life of Richard Jefferies ð Matthews & 
Treitel, 1994 ( hardback ð 561g.)  

£12.00  

Worldõs End ð Richard Jefferies, 2008. Introduction by 
Andrew Rossabi (softback ð 576g.)  

£ 7.99  

Richard Jefferies: An Anthology ð Matthews & 
Welshman , 2010  (hardback ð 525g.)  

£20.00  

(Add UK postage & packing £2. 75  extra per copy)  
 

Books by Members  
To the Boy ð a collection of poems by Tom Saunders, published by 

Reuben Books (ISBN: 9780956282859, 74pp, £5) available through 
any good b ookshop, or on the Internet at reubenbooks.co.uk.  
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HERE LIES 

RICHARD OLIVER LAUNCELOT 

JEFFERIES 

18 JULY 1883 - 16 MARCH 1885 

BELOVED SON OF  

THE AUTHOR RICHARD JEFFERIES 

AND HIS WIFE JESSIE 
 

Memorial Event for Richard Oliver Launcelot Jefferies  
 
After nearly three  years of 
negotiations  with church 
authorities, of filling in forms, 
consultations and addressing a 
million other hurdles , t he Elth am 
Society has  succeeded in p lacing 
a small (24źx18źx2ź) inscribed 

memorial stone to mark the exact spot where baby Oliver was buried 
in St Johnõs Churchyard, in  a common grave that once bore a wooden 
cross.   

The Eltham Society has organised a commemorative event to which  
our Members are invi ted. The memorial is positioned behind the 
church and off a footpath in front of the brick wall of Beadles car 
sales. Whilst in the area, Members might also like to see the outside of 
the house where the Jefferiesõ family were living (it bears a blue 
plaqu e), about a 15 minute walk from the churchyard.  

Andrew Rossabi, our President, along with John Price, our 
Chairman will be present on the day.  Please join them if you are able.  
  

Richard Oliver Launcelot Jefferies  
Memorial Event  

St Johnõs Churchyard, High  Street, Eltham  
Friday 16 March 2012 at 2pm  

 
Richard and Jessieõs baby son (known as Oliver) died, aged only 
twenty months old, whilst the Jefferiesõ family were living at 14 
Victoria Road, Eltham (now 59 Footscray Road).   

Harold Jefferies (Richard & Jessi eõs first born son) recounted the 
death of his baby brother as ôa terrible blow to father. His suffering, 
which was far greater than that of the child, prevented him from 
attending the funeral, and mother and I were, I believe, alone in the 
coach to Eltham  church. The agonised expression on fatherõs face, as 
he stood at the open door watching the little cortège slowly move away, 
haunted my mind for many years,õ (Worthing Cavalcade , Richard 
Jefferies: My Father by his son, 1944, pp.19 -20).  

We are most grate ful to John Kennet t  (a Member of both Societies) 
for ensuring that there is now a fitting memorial for the baby.  

The Eltham Society has borne the bulk of the cost of providing the 
memorial (nearly £800) and all the anxiety in so doing. W e are pleased 
to h ave helped a little by donating £100 towards it.   
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Broadway Arts Festival , Glos.  (8-17 June 2012)  
 
The Society is particularly interested in visiting the elements of the 
festival that feature artist and garden designer Alfred Parsons RA 
(1847 -1920). Parso ns was commissioned to illustrate Jefferiesõ essay 
ôSt Guidoõ for the 1884 edition of the English Illustrated Magazine , and 
ôAn English Deer Parkõ for The Century Magazine , October 1 888.  
 

 
 

Parsons , and his artist friends , rented Russell House, where Joh n 
Singer Sargent began painting Carnation, Lily, Lily, Rose . Parsons 
created a garden for himself and his friends at Russell House and was 
commissioned to design others in Broadway ð including the beautiful 
2½  acre formal garden at Luggers Hall . Features i nclude a rose 
garden, parterre, walled garden, potager, white garden, koi pool and 
herbaceous borders ð all connected by gravel paths with seating areas. 
There is an abundance of clipped box and yew hedging, plus a 
Victorian hazel walk. The gardens are nor mally open to th e public only 
2 days a year.   

Booking arrangements are still being finalised by the organisers and 
at the moment the phone -line is not operating (0845 1905450). As 
such we advise Members to make your own arrangements nearer the 
time. We have suppl ied current  information (on the next page) and 
hope to see some of you on either June 13 th  or 15 th . Those of you with 
Internet connection can obtain information at :  
 http://www.broadwayar tsfestival.com/index.php  

http://www.broadwayartsfestival.com/index.php


15 

 

Wednesday 13th and Friday 15th June ï starting at 10am and repeated at 2pm 

(approx 3 hours) 

 

Talk by Marion Mako at the Lifford Hall, Broadway WR12 7AL 

óAlfred Parsons at Broadwayô plus Tour of the Gardens of Russell House and 

Luggers Hall, Broadway, Gloucestershire. 

 

Tickets limited to 50. Cost £15. Prebooking is essential. 

 
Marion Mako is a garden and landscape historian and designer specialising in English 

herbaceous planting. Her talk on Alfred Parsons will be followed by a tour of the 

garden of Russell House, once home to the American painter, sculptor and writer 

Francis D. Millet, followed by a tour of the award winning landscaped gardens 

originally designed by Alfred Parsons at Luggers Hall.  
 

There are various exhibitions running throughout the Festival including photographic 

and arts collections. The Country Gardens exhibition [at Haynes Fine Art, 42 High 

Street, Broadway] is open between 10am-5pm and features over twenty oils and 

watercolours by Parsons, together with important works by John Singer Sargent, Alma 

Tadema, Lucien Pissaro and many others.    

       We have been advised that buying a rover ticket for £7.50 would permit entry to 

all of the exhibitions. At the time of writing, details of where to purchase tickets are 
not available.   
 

 
Broadway Village Green by Parsons, 1887 
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THE RICHARD JEFFERIES SOCIETY POETRY COMPETITION  
2011-2012 

¬Nature and Landscape: The concentrated silence of green things 
 
Please can we remind and urge aspiring poets to enter the Richa rd 
Jefferies Society Poetry Competition?  The closing date for entries is 
June  30 th  2012 ð plenty of time to compose a Haiku or even a minor 
epic (up to 40 lines maximum).  
We welcome submissions relating to Jefferies writing on nature and landscape 

including, but by no means limited to, such themes as:  
 
× City and country  
× The human presence in nature  
× Mankinds need to engage with the natural world  
× Rural change 
× Victorian rural life or thought  
× Landscape and perception  
× A strong attachment to a place  
× Wild life  
× The elements  
× Consciousness and the wider universe  

COMPETITION RULES  
× Closing date for receipt of postal and online entries: 30th June 2012.  
× Poems should have no more than 40 lines, and no fewer than 3 lines.  
× Maximum of 3 entries. 
× Entries MUST NOT have been previously published (including online).  

ELIGIBILITY  
× Open competition.  

ENTRY FEES  
× £5 per entry.  
× £8 per 2 entries.  
× £10 per 3 entries.  
(payable by cheque to ¬Richard Jefferies Society or online via Paypal at 

richardjefferiescreativity.co.uk/poetrycompetition) 
ENTRY FORMAT  
× Entries must be in English.  
× Postal entries must be typed, single sided, with pages numbered and securely 

fastened with a staple. Each entry on a new sheet.  
× Poems to be single spaced.  
× Entries must show no name, address or identifying marks other than the title 

(Online entries should have an ID number which we will supply when you 
enter).  

× The filename of online entries must be the title of the entry and it must be 
either a .doc, .docx, .rtf, .wps, .pdf or .txt file.  

× Entries cannot be returned, so please keep a copy.  
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× No corrections can be made after receipt, nor fees refunded.  
× Postal submissions should be sent to:  

 
Richard Jefferies Creativity  
c/o Rebecca Welshman 
Old Coach House 
Maincombe 
Crewkerne 
Somerset 
TA18 7TL  

× Email submissions should be sent in the form of an attachment to:  
    poetrycompetition@richardjefferiescreativity.co.uk  

× Closing date: 30th June 2012.  
× Please ensure that you use the correct postage.  

RECEIPT OF ENTRY  
× Enclose a stamped addressed postcard marked ¬ACKNOWLEDGEMENT if 

you require acknowledgement of receipt of your postal entry. It is not 
possible to confirm receipt of entries by phone, but email entries will be 
acknowledged by return. 

RESULTS  
× To receive the judges report for the winning entry only, enclose an A5 

stamped addressed envelope. Alternatively, check the website for details after 
July 2012.  

COPYRIGHT  
× Worldwide copyright of each entry remains with the author, but the Richard 

Jefferies Society will have the unrestricted right to publish the winning poem 
(including runners up), in any relevant promotional material.  

JUDGING  
× The judging panel will consist of: Professor Tim Kendall (Head of the 

English Department at the University of Exeter and published poet); Paul 
Davidson (published poet); Simon Coleman (Richard Jefferies Society), and 
Rebecca Welshman (Richard Jefferies Society). The judges decision is final 
and no individual correspondence can be entered into. Judges are unable to 
comment on individual entries.  

PRIZE  
× The winner will receive a certified £100 Richard Jefferies Poetry Prize and 
one years free membership of the Richard Jefferies Society. The winning 
entry will be published in the Richard Jefferies Society Journal .  

PRIZEWINNERS  
× The prize-winner will be notified in writing by 15th July 2012.  
× Entry implies acceptance of all the rules Failure to comply with the entry 

requirements will result in disqualification.  
 
Further details about the competition and the judges can be found on the poetry 
competition webpage: http://www.richardjefferiescreativity.co.uk 
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SAVE COATE CAMPAIGN  
The Secretary of State for Communities & Local Government will make 
his decision known about the planning appeal inquiry on April 3rd  
2012.  If you are quick off the m ark, please  write to the Rt. Hon. Eric 
Pickles  at Eland House, Bressenden Place, London SW1E 5DU (Email: 
eric.pickles@communities.gsi.gov.uk ) ð quoting Planning Appeal  No: 
APP/U3935/A/11/2155834 . There is a sample letter  that you might 
adapt  at http://jefferiesland.blogspot.com . However, i t is better to 
express in your own words why Jefferiesõ Land is important to you. 
 

By the time the planning inq uiry was held  last November , the campaign to 
protect Jefferies õ Land was boosted by further news coverage in several 
national papers. In a n article in The Times on September  3 rd  2011 , Simon 
de Bruxelles reported on the fight to protect Jefferies Land and t he 
governmentõs proposed  intention to relax planning policy guidance that 
might  make it easier for developer s to gain planning permission.  This 
article was followed by another by writer Adam Thorpe in the Guardian  
Review , October 15 th  2011 urging the publi c to write to the planning 
inspector about the proposed threat to Jefferies õ landscape . There was a 
news item from journalist Jack Watkins ( ôWriters back Jefferies campaign, õ 
Country Life , October 12 th  2011)  that reads as follows:  
 

CAMPAIGNERS are fightin g to save the landscape that inspired the Victorian 
nature writer Richard Jefferies. The author spent the first 27 years of his life at 

Coate Farm, near Swindon, Wiltshire. Visitors to the farmhouse, now a literary 
shrine, can still walk around the orchard  vividly described in Amaryllis at the 

Fair  and along the ancient hedgerow he called ôthe highway of the birds õ. Jean 

Saunders, secretary of the Richard Jefferies Society, says proposals to build 900 
houses and a business park would affect countryside ôcentral to shaping the 

imaginative genius õ. She argues that views towards and from Liddington Hill, on 
whose slopes Jefferies underwent the ômystical õ experiences described in The 

Story of My Heart , will also be lost. Several literary figures, including Richa rd 
Mabey and former Poet Laureate Andrew Motion, have supported the campaign 

(www.jefferiesland. blogspot.com), which includes a 52,000 -signature petition. 

Councillors rejected the proposals earlier this year, but a public inquiry begins 
on November 15.  

 

This was followed in the December edition of The Oldie by an article by 
Candida Lycett Green as part of her ôUnwrecked Englandõ series. In 
the article entitled ôThe Richard Jefferies Museum and Landscape, 
Swindon õ, Candida  describes the expansion of Swindo n swallow ing  up 
villages, woods and countryside that she remembers as a child  and 
then writes about her recent visit to the Richard Jefferies Museum :  
 

But there is one corner left untouched ð the gentle, pastoral landscape which 
was the inspiration of Swi ndonõs famous son, Richard Jefferies, one of our 

greatest co untry writers and visionaries. ôOne day the area will be glorified, õ 

mailto:eric.pickles@communities.gsi.gov.uk
http://jefferiesland.blogspot.com/
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Edward Thomas wrote in his biography of Jef feries, ôIt will be known as Jefferies õ 

Landscape and it will be as Selborne was to  Gilbert White. õ 
If you take the very smallest road off the Coate roundabout you can park 

under trees beside Coate Water, the set ting for Jefferies õ classic childrenõs book 
Bevis: The Story of a Boy. ôSo we will, õ said Bevis, ôwe will find a new sea where  

no one has ever been before. Look! There it is; is it not wonderful? õ And it is. ..  
...  A new cinder path leads along the familiar hedgeline to Coate Farmhouse 

where Jefferies was born in 1848 and which is now looked after by Richard 

Jefferies So ciety vol unteers. Although the adjacent road has now become a dual 
carriageway, once you are through the front door you feel calm. It is one the 

nicest museums you could wish for ð well loved, cosy and intimate. From the 
living room there is a view of the mulberry tree mentioned in a poem and the 

deep shade of the ever green oak planted by Richard õs father. From his study -
cum -teenage -bedroom on the attic floor, his simple drop -leaved writing table 

stands where it always did, by the window which looks onto the orchar d and the 

Sun Inn beyond. ..  
... It seems unbeliev able that despite the large number of brownfield sites in 

Swindon, Persimmon and Redrow are appealing to build 900 houses here. It will 
kill Richard Jefferies õ landscape stone dead.  
 

The Oldie  article appea red whilst the Inquiry was still sitting  enabling our 
Chairman to give the Planning Inspector a copy of it.  

Adam Thorpe had a second letter published in the Times Literary 
Supplement on December 9 th  2011  urging people to write to the 
Secretary of State.  

The planning inquiry was held in Swindon on 15 November and took 
up six days. Your Secretary and Chairman attended every day to give 
evidence related to Richard Jefferies. It is just possible that some 
small matter of detail , that might be unacceptable to t he Planning 
Inspector , might lead to a recommendation in our favour. We can only 
wait and hope, but be assured that we have done everything humanly 
possible to stop the development going ahead.  
 

 

Gilbert White Talk  
 

On May 12 th  2012 Peter Bainbridge will be giving a talk at the Museum 
as part of the Swindon Festival of Literature . Gilbert White  (1720 ð
1793) was a pioneering English  naturalist  and ornithologist , best 
known for The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne  (1789). This 
book was a compilation of his letters to eminent zoologists and 
contained Whiteõs discoveries about local birds, animals and plants. 
He believed, for example, in di stinguishing birds by observation rather 
than by collecting specimens. Jefferies was invited to write a short 
preface to a new edition of Whiteõs Selborne , published in 1887. It 
includes Jefferiesõ thoughts on the great naturalist with whose work 
his own h as often been compared.    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_history
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ornithology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Natural_History_and_Antiquities_of_Selborne
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STUDY DAY  

THE WORKING WO/MAN I N JEFFERIES õ WORKS  
 

SATURDAY  28th  July 201 2, JEFFERIES ô MUSEUM, COATE  
 

PROGRAMME  
 

Whether it was the agricultural labourer, shepherd, gamekeeper, tenant 
farmer or other worker, Richard Jefferies ha d much to say about their life and 
toil. The study day will explore Jefferies õ descriptions of the working man and 
woman and what conclusions we might draw about Jefferies õ views as he 
matured.    
 

10.30  Doors open and refreshments.   
 

11.00  Welcome and in troductions  by the Chairman . 
 

11.15  Select a relevant piece of Jefferies õ writing or about Jefferies on 
the subject of the working man or woman  to read to others. See 
notes .* 

 

1.00 -2.30  Lunch break. Bring a packed lunch or eat at the Sun Inn next  

door. RJ S publications and second -hand books on sale. Opportunity to look 
around the Museum.  
 

2.30     Prof. Roger Ebbatson will talk briefly about ôWomen in the  
          Fieldsõ. 
 

  Andrew Rossabi  will address:  The Labour Question. Did    
Jefferiesõ views  chang e about the agricultural labourer or did he 
write to suit his audience?  

 

3.45  Refreshments.  
 

4.15  Depart.  
 
* Notes  

    Extracts selected for reading should be no more than about 5 minutes long . The 

choice of material is endless. The obvious sources for stu dy include : 

 

The Gamekeeper at Home  
The Life of the Fields  
Toilers of the Field  
Landscape and Labour  
Hodge and his Masters  
Richard Jefferies: An Anthology  by Matthews and Welshman.  
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COATE FARM AND MUSEUM REPORT  
   

A walnut tree has been planted in the Jeff eriesõ garden as a memorial 
to our former President , Hugoe Matthews , along with a dedication 
plaque .  
 
Thanks to a kind donation from Mark Daniel, a new wooden finger-
post si gn now points the way to the Mu seum along the new path from 
Coate Water to the Jefferiesõ back garden. Engraved brass pla ques , 
indicating Museum opening times , have been placed in strategic 
places  to save visitors a 200 yard walk and find the place closed!  
 
Michael Ponting donated a glass display cabinet that has been placed 
in the atti c study room . Currently it contains the two new ly acquired  
Jefferiesõ hand-written manuscripts, Wayland Smith ð a book that once 
belonged to Jefferies, and an extract from Lookerõs 1949 pamphlet ôThe 
True Richard Jefferiesõ where he describes the book.  
 

There have been many festivals and events organised to commemorate 
Richard Jefferies over the years , including the one held last year . 
Carolyn Clarke has added to the Museum archives by kindly donating 
her report of the Societyõs Festival held on 14-16 th  Au gust 1998 to 
celebrate 150 years since Jefferiesõ birth. The document contains a 
description of the programme  along with the talks given and the places 
visited . The document is illustrated with old and new photographs  
which include pictures of Coate Farmho use, Clarendon House (where 
Richard went to school), the Victoria Street home (now renamed 
Victoria Road), the Corn Exchange, the site of the old flour -mill, the 
squeeze-belly stile, Coate Water, Gamekeeper õs Cottage, remains of 
Holyrood Church and of Chri st Church along with the grave of John 
Jefferies (Richardõs grandfather).  Carolyn mentions that the grave wa s 
neglected and unkempt  in 1998 . Has anyone visited it lately? Is it still 
neglected? If so, w ould anyone like to volunteer to care for it?  

The doc ument is now on loan to the Richard Jefferies Museum 
where it was added to the archives on October 27 th  2011.  
 
Museum Open Days 201 2 

From the beginning of May to the end of September, t he Museum 
will be open  every Sunday from 2 -5pm  as well as the usual se cond 
Wednesday of the month from 10am -4pm throughout the year. We are 
extremely  grateful to all our volunteers who have helped at the 
Museum. During 2011, volunteers donated the equivalent of 155.5 full 
days to work in the garden and in the building.   
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Old Photographs  of Coate Farm  
It is always a pleasure to come across old photographs of Coate Farm. 

The Internet is an invaluable source of historic information. Our Secretary 
discovered a film shot in Swindon in 1960 when Swindon Council took 
some pride in Richard Jefferies. The film can be accessed on our web -site. 

There is a section in it about the writer, showing places that influenced 
his w orks  that include the Gamekeeper õs Cottage, Liddington Hill,  Coate 
Water and  his old home at Coate. The photograph (front cover of 
newsletter) was taken from the film footage and shows t he old cow -shed at 
Coate Farm . The wall s and buttresses still stand,  albeit in poor  condition . 
The thatched roof is long gone.  

The following photograph is from an old postcard circa 1911.  The 
original picture  was taken by William Hooper (1864 -1955), a well -known 
photographer in Swindon.  

 

 
The picture reveal s that the back garden at Coate Farm  is still 

recognisable now . The view would have been taken standing in front of the 
summerhouse. Note the mulberry tree in the foreground left that still 
stands proudly in the middle of the lawn.  The espalier apple tree growing 

against the south -facing wall of the house  was removed by Swindon 
Council along with the espalier pear tree . You can make out the yew trees 
next to a rectangular -shaped box hedge. The original wooden slatted 
window in the attic  is now replaced with frosted glass , whilst additional 
windows were added on the first floor  around the 1960s . The veranda is 
much the same as now. Note th at the lean -to extension to the house has 


