RICHARD JEFFERIEGSRAVE
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Photograph by Michael Parrott.

ichard Jefferies wrote:

Could | have my own way after death | would be burned on a pyre of pine
ood, open to the air, and placed on the summit of the hills. Then let my
ashes be scattered abroadz not collected in an urn Z freely sown wide and
broadcast. That & the natural interment of man Z of man whose Thought at least
has been among the immortals; interment in the elements. Burial is not enough, it
does not give sufficient solution into the elements speedily; a furnace is confined.
The high open air of the topmost hill, there let the tawny flame lick up the
fragment called the body; there cast the ashes into the space it longed for while
living. Such a luxury of interment is only for the wealthy; | fear | shall not be able
to afford it. Else the smoke of my iesolution into the elements should certainly
arise in time on the hill -top.
The Story of My Heart (Ch. 3)



Henry Williamson visiting Jefferiesﬁgrav, August 1936.

But Jefferies did not get his own way and on Saturday20 August 1887 he was
buried at Broadwater Cemetery in Worthing.lAccording to W.H. Hudson, in a
letter to Morley Roberts, * A ££ROERAEE xAO ET OEA O1 1 OAI
O00iTA PETAOG AT A A xAAI OF~REEEDEABADO OR
OAAT O1 OAA OEAO EEO OZAOGEAO .OAOUMOAE A
Goring® with its equally gloomy churchyard. So Jefferieschose his spot in the
middle of Broadwater cemetery and hada Christian burial, perhaps,as a mark
of thanks to his wife, Jessie, who would have wanted nothing less.

Herefollows OT I A ET &£ Oi AOET 1T CAOQE Addhkomiolli OO
newspaper cuttings and Richard Jefferies Society newsletters Too many
pilgrim ages werereported to include them all.

* Broadwater Cemetery was opened in 1863. Sissex Advertised, 7 Jan. 1854, reports that the Secretary

of State issued orders to 6discontinue inter men
Broadwater, the fulness of which, has long been known to require such interference. The order contains
regulatonsér future interments in the enlarged ground

2 Hudson wanted to be buried next to Jeffeiiea grave of similar design. Unfortunately, fhlet was not
available In August 1922Hudson was buried about 50 yards a\ssephotograph on pl6).

® @&Memories of Richard Jefferigsby Harold JefferiesRichard Jefferies:My Father The Worthing
Cavalcade (Worthing Art Development Scheme, 4 94.24.
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Kathleen Sewell (daughter ofJefferie®cousin) laying the wreath;
Frances Gay (Chair ofthe RJS 195@1) reading circa 1960.
The earliest newspaper report about the grave appeared in theEdinburgh
Evening News Friday, 23 September 1887, when a Mr. WD. Wright, of Upper
Norwood (William Wright was a divinity student around that time, born in 1867
ET $Ai AOGAOGOQ xOi OAd 6! EAx AAed | vesi )
shown a little stoneless mound, with a faded flower wreath, and a few ferns at
head and foot. The curate of Broadwater kindly told me it was the grave of
2EAEAOA *AEEAOEAO8G
There are no reports about the laying of themarble memorial stones but by
3ADOAI AAO VYByih (AOAAOO 3000i AdO OADT 00/
TT1TCAO xEEOA AT A OOAOET C& ashéxito tiehragOA A O
On 21 March 1903, a letter to the editor of theSpectatorOA OA AT O OEAO
grave hal been neglected. Rev. G. Cornish of Lockinge, near Wantage,

described the appearance and appealed for help to get it restored:

W

The tombstone is a simple and wellproportioned white marble cross, at the foot of

xEEAE AOA OEA xi OAOGgq O)1 11TO0OEic¢c 1TAIiTOU 1
Goring, August 14, 1887, aged 38. Also in memory of Richard Oliver Launcelot, his
beloved youngest child, who died March 16, 1885, aged 1 year and 8 months, and

xAO ET OAOOAA AO wl OEAI 88 /1 OEA OEAA T &£ O
The sexton said that the tombstone had been put up by Mr. Hide, at whose house

Jefferies was lodging whenrhis fatal iliness seized him. The marble is in need of

cleaning, the grave mound ought to be returfed, and the cross a little raised so that

OEA 171 xAO0O DPAOO T A# OEA ET OAOEDOEIT 1 AU AA

‘“Her bert &itwas reportedl sthe Westminster Gazettend the article was reprocedt in the
Swindon Advertise28 Sep1895.
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gentleman, he had long hair and lookel very delicate ... said he could not bear to

see it like that, so he paid to have the stone cleaned and the grave done up; but no

iITA EAO 001 OAT AA AAT 6O EO OET AA8S
Hence we learn that, at that time, there was no kerhh nor was it common
knowledge that a local builder, known to Jefferies,was responsible formaking
thecross’( EAA8 O ET OAOEDPOEIT EO 11 111CAO Oi

Rev # | O1 EafpEah @ompted more letters to the Spectatorincluding one
dated 4 April 1903 from Charles COsborne of 16 St. Edmui 6 O 4 AOOAAAR
Park. Osbornex OT OAd O! O A Iwbrksfafd tHe Hondrafy AeErkiarfE A O 6
of the Wiltshire fund which was raised at his death for the benefit of his family,
)y OEAI 1T AA Cci AA Oi Ai1T OOEAOOA 11U OEAC
suggested O( A0 11 6 OEA OEI A AT T A xEAT O)xIA «
-ATTOEAT 6 31 AEAOU &£ O OEA OAOAOAT O AAOAX

It is clear that action was taken and an article about Jefferies publisheth The
Burnley Newson 8 Aug. Yy Ya AU O4EA 11 A 40AI P8 1A
i AAA 01 *AEEAOEAO8 COAOA OiI i A UAAOO DO/
by that time the marble kerb-stones had been added long with OE A GBI OA @A
inscription . The Lone Trampwrote:

There was somelittle difficulty, | remember, in finding the grave, for it lay apart

across the cemetery from the entrance, by the edge o& side walk and beneath a

bush of bay trees. The col, green grasses lay about, ahthe solemn yew trees, a

place after his own choice. Indeed, he did choose the spot instead of the bleaker

graveyard nearer the sea. A small white marble cross, quite devoid of monumental

effort, just name and date upon the base, and a thin, railless edgestone marking

out its length and brAAAOER AT A OEEO ET OAOEAAA xEOE (

memory of the prosepoeti £ %I CI1 AT A0 EEAT AO AT A xI1 1Al A

It has not always hal this tidiness of appearance, | was told. The year before,

some admirer from London had set about reducing things to order, and that by

adding stone-work and planting shrubs. That admirer deserves well of all those

who treasure the memory of Richard Jeffaes. | lifted my cap too, when | thought

of the solitary two or three close friends who knew and who stood alone by his

open grave thirty years ago. Jefferies was litle known then, and much less

understood. Now his books are widely and lovingly read, andscores, no doubt,

have paid their pilgrimage to that spot since drawn, as | was, by the debt they owed

to Richard Jefferies.

Wi lliam Hide was a builder/carpenter (b.1829) a
and EI i z abReachck Hall, Garingdhichisnow t he si t e ofibaofemevinplul be
to their newlyb u i | t home . Wil l6iSeam &neéwé&li zabethds son, a

young Harold Jefferieswhilst ElizabethHidewa s pr esent at t heReftdleffegesaf Je
Goringd anonymousRichard Jefferies: A Thiute by Various WritersThe Worthing Cavalcade (Worthing
Art Development Scheme, 1946), pp.34i3
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for the restoration work and for adding the kerbs. Many people have made
pilgrimages to the grave, including Henry Williamson in 1936 Frances Gay and
Kathleen Sewell (grandAAOCEOAO 1T £ * AEEAAOEAGS ! O1 O

Inscriptions were added to the plinth on the death of Jessie andtheir
children, presumablyat the request offamily members. On the north side of the
plinth it reads: ALSO OFJESSIEHIS BELOVED WIFE WHO PASSED AWAY
JULY 12 1926 BURIED AT PERRANPORTHCORNWALL. On the south side:
ALSO OF RCHARD HAROLD/THEIR ELDEST SONWHO PASSED AWAY
NOV. 3%° 1942/ BURIED AT LACHINE, CANADA. On the west side: ALSO OF
THEIR DAUGHTER/ JESSIE PHYLLIS HARGRAVE/ DIED NOV. 28 1958/
BURIED AT SEAFORD.

In 1979, the grave was Grade Il listed.

The Richard JefferiesSociety will be eternally grateful to Mark Daniel (sadly
deceased) who moved to Brightonand took it upon himself to look after
* A EEA OE R ®érch CIBA M planted a Portland Rose within the kerbz
the variety dated back to 1809 and bore large scarlet flowers throughout the
summer and autumn. He regularly cleaned the marble and sheared up the
kerbing when it was out of alignment. It must have been a tearful moment
when Mark visited the grave in May 1994, after news that vandalead knocked
the cross off its plinth and smashedit int o three pieces. Many graves had been
similarly attacked. Worthing Cemeteries Department and the Society shared
the cost of restoring the cross.

Vandalism continued to be a major headache for the authorities and in
August 2000, the cross was pushed off the plintha second time. Worthing
Council wanted to remove the cross completely but this proposal was discussed
at the Society® AGM in October 2000, and rejected by members. Subject to
ACOAAI AT O AU OEA *AEEAOEAOS AZEAI EI UeAl A
cross should be repaired but laid flaton the turf within the marble kerb. Once
again, the Society shared the cost of the repair with Worthing Council. At the
same time a marble cap was added to theDx AAAET ¢ A A KA Dani@ll ET (
along with OEA ET1 O ROHERD CEEFERIES184818875 The rose bush was
removed. The grave had always been difficult to find, and without the standing
cross, it was even more so.

Vandalism continued to be a problem for several years until Worthing
Council stepped up security measures and locked the cemetery at night.
&1 0001 AGAT Uh *AEEAOEAOE COAOA xAO OPAOA

Despite his best efforts, by 2009, Mark Daniel remarked that the grave
needed a complete overhaulz the lead from the lettering had worn away and
some of the wording was unreadable. The stone had perished and was beyond
cleaning by conventional means. This time the Richard Jefferies Society
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organised the restaation employing Paul Binstead, a local stone mason, who
made the marble look like new. He refaced and cleaned the stonework, incised

the inscriptions, added lead to all lettering and repaired the cross.The bill came

to £1350 but half the cost was bornéy individual members of the Society (Mark

alone gave £450) and the Eltham Society donated £200.

= ¥second attack inAug 2000.

By this time, Michael Parrott, another of our members who lives in Sussex,
offered to help look after the grave and still does satodays8 ! O OEA 31 AE
to Broadwater in May 2010, to inspect the restoration work, we admird the
handiwork of Mr. Binstead Mr. Parrott has kept up a magnificert display of
wild flowers and spring bulbs, particularly daffodils z! | AOUI | EOg&ee £AO
cover photographs He does his best to persuade thenanagers of the emetery
to let the grasses and wildflowers grow. Jefferies would have taken delight to
know that he was lying in the mowing grass. At one time, Michael remarked
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that often the only place in the grave-yard where bees, butterflies and insects
could be foundwa® AO * AEEAOEAO8 COAOAS

May 2010z the Richard Jefferies ety visit the grave. Left to rigt: Mich ael Parott, Jean
Saunders, Gillian Bromhead, John and Angela Price, Duncan Pepper, John Webb, yiils
Treitel, Rebecca Welshman, Mark Daniel, Andrew Rossabi, Stan Hickerton and Simon
Coleman. Photagraph taken by Don Bromhead
The Society is grateful to Mr. Parrott and the Friends of Broadwater and
Worthing Cemetery for their part in looking after and promoting the cemetery
to visitors. Perhaps the WH. Hudson grave might be similarly adopted for
restoration and care some time. His epiA DE O AALAVGmBIRGS AND GREEN
PLACES AND THEWIND ON THE HEATH, AND SAW BRIGHTNESS OF THESKIRTS OFGODO
and is written on a broken foot-stone.

Grave ofW.H.don, ay 200. ;
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Photograph by Michael Parrott.
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