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The Scarlet Shawl

Restless Human Hearts
World's End

The Gamekeeper at Home
Wild Life in a Southern County
The Amateur Poacher
Greene Ferne Farm

Round About a Great Estate
Hodge and his Masters
Wood Magic

Bevis

Nature Near London

The Story Of My Heart

Red Deer

The Life of the Fields

The Dewy Morn

After London

The Open Air

Amaryllis at the Fair

*Field and Hedgerow

*The Toilers of the Field
*The Hills and the Vale
*The Old House at Coate
*Chronicles of the Hedges
*The Note Books of Richard Jefieries

*Field and Farm

* Posthumous Works

1874
1875
1877
1878
1879
1879
1880
1880
1880
1881
1882
1883
1882
1884
1884
1884
1885
1885
1887
1889
1892
1909
1948
1948
1948
1957

Richard Jefferies

11

Eltham



Richard Jefferies was born on 6th November |R48 at
Coate Farmhouse, Swindon where his father owned
and worked the farm of 40 acres which bordered on
what is now Coate Water.

Between the ages of 4 and 9 he spent a good part of
his boyhood at Shanklin Villa (now 20 Sydenham Park
Road), Sydenham where his interest in pen, paper and
books was encouraged by his aunt and uncle.

Disliking farm work he became at 17 a reporter on
the North Wilts Herald where he observed the impact
of the giant Great Western Railway at Swindon on
the local agricultural community where farm
labourers were unwilling to stay on the land for
subsistence wages.

In 1872 Jefferies wrote three letters to The Times on
the plight of the Wiltshire agricultural labourer at a
time of great depression in agriculture and the
interest created prompted essays on farming matters
and laid the foundations of his literary career. In
1878 Jefferies' father sold Coate Farm and took work
as a gardener at Bath.

Richard Jefferies married Jessie Baden daughter of a
neighbouring farmer in 1874 and in 1877 they moved
to 296 Ewell Road, Surbiton to be in closer contact
with Fleet Street editors. He wrote several books at
this time that recalled his Wiltshire farming
background and observations on rural life. His son
Richard Harold was born in 1875 and Jessie Phyllis in
1880 and the next year the family left the smoke and
dust of London for the cleaner air of their Hove home
at Savernake House, Lorna Road. In 1882 Jefferies
underwent operations for fistula and his health
declined from this period.

In 1884 he moved to Eltham and found lodgings at 43
High Street (now Allders store) where he stayed for a
short while. From the 24th June he rented l4
Victoria Road - now 59 Footscray Road. At this
time most of Eltham was an agricultural community
and one resident remembers meeting Jefferies on
several occasions in the local fields and lanes. Once
he was seen leaning over an old wooden gate at John
Green's farm (later Southend Hall, now Inca Drive,
Footscray Road) intently watching the peacocks that
used to fly across the road to the farm. Jefferies'
son recalled how the McCourt family went out of
their way to make his father's acquaintance and who
thought from his bearing that he was a foreign
nobleman. In the hot summer of 1884 Jefferies took
his folding stool into a cabbage field to see the
poppies because 'every spot of colour is a sort of
food'.

Eltham Parish Church (St John's)

His third child Richard Oliver Launcelot died on 16th
March 1885 from meningitis aged one year and eight
months and was buried at St John's Eltham on the
left hand side of the path at the base of the spire
(there is no headstone). The loss of his young son
caused him such great grief that he could not attend
the funeral and within a month he left Eltham and
went to Rehoboth Villa (now Brook View House) at
Crowborough and later to 'The Downs'. An
improvement in his health was only temporary and a
further move was made to Sea View (now Jefferies
House), Sea Lane, Goring-on-Sea where he died on
l4th August 1887 aged 38 years.

Although his body wasted away in intense pain his
mind was stimulated and he wrote and dictated some
of his.best work during his last years. He was buried
at Broadwater Cemetery, Worthing where his simple
memorial is inscribed:

Richard Jefferies, Prose Poet
of England's Fields and Woodlands

Also recorded is his son Richard Oliver Launcelot
who was
'interred at Eltham'

The GLC Commemorative Plaque was unveiled in
May 1986 at Eltham.



